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(ABSTRACT)

This paper examines the causes and the present states of
inter—provincial migration of labor force in China, with special
emphasis on the so—called Mongmingong (non-farm peasant workers in
urban areas). The rural-urban migration of peasant workers
explains the considerable part of the large— scale labor force
movement, and has been evaluated as the main contributor to the
Chinese economic development based on the ‘unlimited’ supply of cheap
labors. Peasant workers in the advanced urban areas are, however,
put into the lowest strata in urban communities, mainly due to the
hukou (personal registration) system, which in urban areas excludes
the rural hukou holders from almost all the social welfare benefits
enjoyed be the residents holding the wurban hukou.

Beginning with several introductory remarks and the brief
sketches of the demographic and administrative characteristics of
China ( Section 1), Section 2 explores the interrelationship of
population movement, urbanization, and the rapid industrialization
process in the Chinese economy. The present situations of
Nongmingong are traced out in Section 3, referring to several
official and private research reports.

The Aukou system, originally introduced at the end of 1950’s, and
established by the Registration Law of 1985, once functioned as an
effective barrier against the mass inflows of rural workers into
large cities. Transition to the socialistic market economy
revealed that this system is rather an obstacle to the wage deter—
mination through market mechanism. Moreover, discriminatory
treatment of peasant workers constituted the ‘urban caste system’ and
the segmented dual labor markets. Section 4 is concerned with these
problems, and Section 5 discusses future prospects regarding the
labor force movement in China. Finally, Section 6 is concluding

remarks with some policy suggestions.
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