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Summary Report on Nishogakusha University’s 21st Century COE Program
“Establishment of World Organization for Kanbun Studies”
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Program Leader Takayama Setsuya
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On 31 March 2009, the period of subsidization by the
Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Technology and
Science for Nishogakusha University’s 21st Century COE
Program “Establishment of World Organization for Kanbun
Studies” came to an end. Nishogakusha University is of course
a small university, but with its traditions going back to its
founding in 1877 it has maintained its position as a bastion
of humanities scholarship in Japan. With a view to proactively
reevaluating these traditions through the COE Program and
rediscovering the foundations of Japan’s traditional culrure,
we gained selection for the 21st Century COE Program in the
category of “innovative scientific field.” Our COE Program
was nothing other than an embodiment of the spirit of learning
from the past, and drawing a clear line between this and mere
idealism, it represented a reconstruction of kanbun studies
possessing an empiricism founded on scientic research methods

and retaining validity today.

The fact that in the ex post facto assessment of our COE
Program we gained the highest assessment—"the set objectives
were fully accomplished”—was most gratifying both for the
university and also for specialists engaged in all related fields of

scholarship, art, and so on.

The content of the assessment is given in the appended

materials, and it may be summarized as follows:

1. The advantages of a small university specializing in a
particular field were put to good use.

2. Fresh horizons were opened up in the form of kanbun
studies.

3. Young researchers of a high level were trained and good
results were achieved.

4. The journal Nibon Kanbungaku Kenkyit was published,
and it will serve as a foundation for the future growth of
research.

5. It contributed to the international recognition of kanbun
studies and actively engaged in exchange with researchers

around the world.
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6. By means of the above, the University grew into a world
centre for kanbun studies.
The activities of the COE Program that were the focus of this
assessment were conducted in accordance with four pillars
during the five years in which the Program was operating. The

four pillars were:

(1) Creation of a database and dissemination of information

(2) Collaboration with research institutions in Japan and
overseas

(3) Training of young researchers and textual specialists

(4) Study and advancement of kanbun education

There follow summaries of each of these activities.

1. Creation of a Database and Dissemination of Information
Data on 74,485 works related to Japanese kanbun were
entered into a database and information on 18,099 items was
made public, while data on 11,479 articles and books were
also made public. As our contribution to the compilation of
the Confucian Canon, based in China, we completed the
data entry for forty Japanese kanbun works and sent the data
to China. As for activities aimed at collecting and preserving
texts, we collected approximately 1,500 works in all fields
related to Japanese kanbun (mainly from the Edo and Meiji
periods) and completed making this data public. We have also
been collecting prefaces and colophons by Japanese authors
in Chinese works printed in Japan to serve as material about
scholars of Chinese learning during the Edo period, and
approximately 250 prefaces and colophons have been collected
from works relating to the Confucian classics and histories
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2. Collaboration with Research Institutions in Japan and
Overseas

In the area of exchange with researchers in Japan
and overseas, we held meetings of overseas COE leaders,
symposiums, workshops, and so on and essayed various
approaches that might contribute to a greater awareness of
kanbun overseas. Within Japan, we engaged in exchange with
the National Institute of Japanese Literature, co-hosted courses
and so on with the Kuntengo Society, Society of Medieval
Literature, etc., and gathered together many researchers in
related fields. Outside Japan, we brought about international
exchange by selecting researchers in related fields in different
countries and appointing them overseas COE leaders, having
them act as intermediaries to provide reports on the state of
overseas research and channel information about the COE
Program, and inviting them as lecturers to various events.
Further, with a view to contributing to the promotion of
kanbun studies overseas, we held courses in reading kanbun,
etc., both overseas and via the Internet, and this won high
appraisal. As well, we launched the journal Nibon Kanbungakn

Kenkyi and published articles by Japanese and overseas
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researchers, and not only in Japanese. The newsletter Sosha
Tsajin included parallel English translations and raised

international understanding of the COE Program.

3. Training of Young Researchers and Textual Specialists
As part of our training of young researchers, we publicly
recruited COE research fellows and research assistants and
provided them with financial support and research allowances.
As a result, two researchers have received doctorates and two
more are scheduled to submit doctoral theses. In addition,
extension courses for training bibliographical specialists, which
also targeted members of the general public, were conducted
in the form of special courses, intensive courses, courses
held in concert with the graduate school, and short-term
specialist courses. In content, they have not been confined to
bibliographical skills and have also covered written works in
general, history, and so on, and they have had an educational

orientation as well.

4. Study and Advancement of Kanbun Education

We set about compiling our own kanbun textbooks and
published seven textbooks and one reference book. The
textbooks have been used in classes for first- and second-year
students, while the reference book received high acclaim and
was reprinted. In addition, the overseas courses and Internet
based classes mentioned above in connection with international
exchange have become firmly established as courses that are
very important and also necessary for overseas researchers of
kanbun and Japanese literature and graduate students aiming
to enter these fields. Some universities in Europe and East
Asia have already incorporated these courses into the regular
curriculum, and there are signs that this trend will grow in the
future.

[t was these activities, outlined above, that received the
assessment noted earlier. In individual research achievements,
however, it was deemed that there is still room for improvement
with respect to the system for interdisciplinary or international
research, and this remains an issue for the future. In addition
to this summary report, a volume of relevant material on the
COE Program has also been published, and readers are invited
to consult this too.

As far as the COE Program is concerned, we have launched
a Kanbun Instruction and Research Program to carry forward
its achievements, and we have already commenced activities
with a view to improving what needs to be improved and
developing what needs to be developed, including the above-
mentioned issues. We offer our profound gratitude not only
to the University authorities, but also to all the institutions
and individuals in Japan and overseas from whom we received
enormous assistance and cooperation, and we hereby wish to

ask for their continued support.
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Name of Institution: Nishogakusha University COE Number:
K25

Results of Ex Post Facto Assessment by 21st Century Program

Committee

(Overall Assessment)

The set objectives were fully accomplished.

(Comments)

As regards the overall plan for the formation of the
COE, it can be said that the University as a whole
provided active support for the Program’s success and the
advantages of a small university specializing in a particular
field were put to good use. In addition, notwithstanding
the fact that the significance of Japanese kanbun studies
for the cultural formation of Japan is exceedingly great,
it had not become a subject of active research in either
Japanese literature or Japanese studies and had been in
steady decline on account of a lack of interest in society at
large, but through the University’s efforts fresh horizons
were opened up in the form of kanbun studies, and this is
highly estimable.

As regards the development of human resources, the
Program has great significance for the training of young
kanbun researchers. Furthermore, many of the young
researchers are of a high calibre and have published many
articles indicating that they fully understand the meaning
of kanbun studies, and this is highly estimable.

As regards research activities, it is to be surmised that
the creation of a Kanbun Database and the publication
of the journal Nihon Kanbungaku Kenkyiz will provide a
sound basis for the continued growth of the Program in
the future, and these efforts are laudable. Also estimable
is the fact that through the Program the new genre
of kanbun studies, distinct from Chinese studies, has
become widely known in Japan and overseas through
educative activities and international conferences, which
is something that Japanese kanbun scholars had until now
been unable to achieve, and opportunities for exchange
with researchers in Korea and Vietnam, which have
their own world of kanbun, were also actively created.
However, as for individual research achievements, there
does not appear to have been any great change in hitherto
individual fractionalized research. For the sake of future
growth, it is hoped that the theoretical task of formulating
what might be called a “theory of kanbun studies” will
be carried out by means of discussions transcending
individual genres, and it is also hoped that there will

develop fruitful joint research with overseas researchers

that is not a mere exchange of views.
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As regards continuing developments after the
conclusion of the subsidized program, the University
already occupied the position of a centre of Chinese
learning in Japan, and as a result of the Program it can
be judged to have grown into a global centre in the field
of kanbun studies. In light of the results of its activities in
publishing and international conferences during the term
of the Program, it can be fully expected that this field will

continue to grow through this COE.
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(4) Examples of Approaches to the Program (Excerpt)

Examples of model programs of a systematic and strategic

system for the formation of a COE

K25 [BRENZHEDOHFAIR S DFELE]
IREFEXRY XERARBHEZHEY

K% VT TSR BT 5 & & I,
INBURET B 2 DS H PRI L L 72 KED B A1

WG S, HARBESCS L v ) 7z R b % U)
DB R &L MO THRY BRI D B % #1501 %
L CWAIEESE 2 Do

AME KD W T, WITICTET 522
EFHTEE IO TEZE . HARELF DR
B T I L iR R SRS R L T
Wb,

WRZENGBY I LS DT, H A S B Sk 7~ —
& NX—ZOVER, BEBES [ H AP SCFEE
TS, K707 T L DOMIKIERE D 72 DI 70
EICRoTwb, HRDEL FENSETHLE
w7z, MESEITRG Z HARPL 2L W) Hr
LW x VOUAS, R X 25 G R [EH &
W T, FNAMIECHSNE K )2k T
BO EEEL NN A SR G s R o fifge
TEDOZROER S, BEYICR/ - Tnb

K25: “Establishment of World Organization for Kanbun
Studies”
Chinese Studies, School of Literature, Nishogakusha

University

Not only did the University as a whole provide
active support, but the advantages of a small university
specializing in a particular field were put to good use and
fresh horizons were opened up in the form of kanbun
studies, and it can be described as a COE that established
a new field with decidedly Japanese characteristics.

As regards the development of human resources, many
of the young rescarchers attached to the COE are of 2 high
calibre and have published many articles indicating that
they fully understand the meaning of kanbun studies.

As regards research activities, the creation of a Kanbun
Database and the publication of the journal Nihon
Kanbungaku Kenkya will provide a sound basis for
the continued growth of the Program. The new genre
of kanbun studies, distinct from Chinese studies, has
become widely known in Japan and overseas through the
COEFE’s educative activities and international conferences,
which is something that Japanese kanbun scholars had
until now been unable to achieve, and opportunities for
exchange with researchers in Korea and Vietnam, which
have their own world of kanbun, are also being actively

created.
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The “Results of the Ex Post Facto Assessment” of
Nishégakusha University’s 21st Century COE Program
“Establishment of World Organization for Kanbun Studies,”
which ran from 2004 for five years, arrived from the
21st Century COE Program Committee of the Ministry
of Education, Culture, Sports, Technology and Science in
December 2009, considerably later than had been expected.
Fortunately the Program Committee’s assessment was quite
high, and not only did our COE Program receive an A-rank
assessment as noted elsewhere—"the set objectives were fully
accomplished”—but it was also cited as one of four “model
programs of a systematic and strategic system for the formation
of a COE.” This was extremely gratifying and also a source of
immense pride for all those who had been involved in the COE
Program and exerted themselves strenuously over the course of
five years.

The activities of our 21st Century COE Program initially
grew out of a process of trial and error during which we
discussed the most basic matters, such as the substance and
scope of kanbun studies, the focus of our program. But in
the course of carrying out everyday tasks such as collecting
materials and creating databases, listening to after-dinner
speeches by both Japanese and overseas specialists at
gatherings that were frequently held after conferences for
program coordinators, and holding discussions at the annual
symposiums and conferences of overseas COE leaders, the
image of the research centre that we needed to create gradually
took concrete shape and evolved. An overview of our activities
is given in the “Summary Report” by Professor Takayama
Setsuya, the program leader, and in essence it could be said
that as a result of five years’ activities the foundations for
kanbun instruction and research have finally been established.
On top of these foundations, we will henceforth need to carry
out, as is pointed out in the “Ex Post Facto Assessment,” the
theoretical task of formulating what might be called a “theory

of kanbun studies” through interdisciplinary and international
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collaboration. This is in fact the most important issue for the
activities of the post-COE Program, which have already begun,
and is the basic issue that has been faced by the COE from the
very outset.

There is attached to the “Ex Post Facto Assessment” a
document by the 21st Century COE Program Committee
(chairperson: Esaki Reona) entitled “On Compiling the
Report.” Tt is, I believe, a rather important document, and

therefore I would like to quote part of it at some length.

We consider that the achievements of your approach
to this program will serve as a valuable progressive model
when it comes to further advancing “university reforms”
in the future.

Furthermore, this program is not a research project that
ends after a certain period of time, and the aim of research
in this program remains the creation of a research and
education centre (venue for personnel training) that can
produce outstanding researchers. It is our fervent wish
that the universities and centres where the period of the
subsidized program has ended will take into account the
intent of this program and, on the basis of their hitherto
approach and taking a medium- and long-term view, will
continue to strive towards their centre’s independent and
steady development and further growth and towards the
continuing dissemination of their achievements, etc.,

both within Japan and overseas.

The keywords in this passage are “university reforms” and
“personnel training” premised on the continuation of the
program. The reason that our post-COE program, “Kanbun
Instruction and Research Program” (see Satdé Susumu, “The
Inauguration of the Kanbun Instruction and Research
Program: An Overview,” Sosho Tsijin, no. 12), places emphasis
on “instruction” is that, having taken into account a self-
examination and overview of the 21st Century Program, we
have focused on “personnel training.”

But our examination of the post-COE program has only
just begun, and it goes without saying that an examination
which gathers together the collective wisdom of concerned
parties both in the university and in Japan and abroad will
be necessary as we pursue the ongoing activities of the 21st
Century Program.

As one of those who were involved from the very outset in
the plans for the 21st Century Program, I would like to take
the opportunity provided by the publication of the “Ex Post
Facto Assessment” to put on record two or three of my own
ideas about the operations of the post-COE program. A partial
start has been made on all the points raised below, and I would
like the following comments to be taken as my own personal or
tentative proposals that go one step further.

The first is a restructuring of the curriculum and the

University’s organization in order to improve instruction
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and research in the graduate school. The restructuring of the
curriculum means devising measures in teaching and research
so as to make it easier for graduate students to participate in
the COE’s various programs. One aspect of the restructuring
of the University’s organization is to bring all the teaching staff
engaged in instructional and research guidance into the regular
teaching and research structure, that is, incorporate them into
the staff of the graduate school, and another will be to establish
a Kanbun Course (provisional name) in the Graduate School
of Literature, which currently consists of a Japanese Literature
Course and a Chinese Studies Course. The reason for the
establishment of this new course is, in my view, that, by doing
so, for the first time kanbun will break free from being a field
of Japanese literature, as in the past, and it will become clear
that it is an independent discipline, and it will be possible to
openly promote the University’s unique system of instruction
and research to the outside world.

Secondly, people studying kanbun in Japan and abroad,
as well as researchers of kanbun, will gather at Nishogakusha
University, and it will become quite literally a “world
organization” for kanbun instruction and research. Towards
this end, various stratagems will need to be devised for
receiving these people, the first of which will be a review of
the class format and class content. As regards the format of
the classes, various kinds of classes will be offered, including
not only lectures and seminars in ordinary classrooms and
intensive courses and special seminars, but also the Internet-
based classes currently under way, correspondence courses,
and so on. Further, by introducing a semester system of two or
three terms, a system will be created in which it will be possible
to enrol and leave and ro listen to lectures all year round. This
type of open system and internationalism are also requisites for
a “world organization.”

Further, in order to instil our long-standing view that the
study of kanbun is indispensable for an understanding of
Japanese scholarship and culture and to meet the many and
varied demands of students and would-be researchers, it will be
essential to add to the teaching staff a broad range of kanbun
researchers from both inside and outside the University,
especially overseas specialists. Overseas COE leaders (now
known as overseas coordinators) will also play a by no means
insignificant role in the review of the curriculum and class
content.

Thirdly, there is the question of equipment and facilities. If
the University is to embark on worldwide activities for kanbun
instruction and research, then it will naturally be necessary to
consider its facilities and equipment for receiving students and
researchers. For instance, when conducting kanbun reeducation
courses for high school and middle school teachers during the
summer vacation or short-term intensive courses for foreigners,
accommodation facilities that can be freely used are a real
desideratum. Fortunately the University’s Kashiwa Campus

has more than enough space for training and accommodation
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facilities, and there is no reason not to make of this.

I have many more thoughts about the Kanbun Instruction
and Research Program, but they all boil down to having the
University focus to an even greater degree than before on
becoming an education and research institution for kanbun.
Taking due account of the valuable remarks and suggestions
in the “Ex Post Facto Assessment,” I would like to proceed
carefully yet expeditiously with an examination of the relevant

issues.

[21##2COE7 O 5 4] ORI
BT 3RIESHEDBZICONT

—IRAEERBEE -

TrE184E3H
21 HCOE/ OV S LEES

21 COETRYI S L

<ER16EERRUA>

ERFMBEREE — M —
(EHMLTEHRIE]

TRk214%12A

MITHREZABFREHERS
21HECOETOISLERS




=1

(A%
21 COETOYS L FRR16FEFIRNAEEERKESE
D mme | K2E) — e wEEs 32664
1-% i % (AYMNLE<a—<5ED) WATANABE KAZUNORI
& & g gl e

2. KEOFXRER
ORELARDIFHRER

AP, BAMAO Rl L) BEHSED
TMT, BHEDEHEEFRHOZREER =8
FUMICk Y. BEAR 1 OF., (EHUEDMA L BFFEH
DHEGEOHS LTRRL SNz, LISEZXIZ1 304, BB
5 OFERAODAII 1 0 OFELEMZ 1= AT,
XEEENC - TIXEXER - hESCERIOD 258, X
FRESCEHER CIEEXFEEY - hEFEERD 2 HI,
B UHELAZRT - BEAERIZERD 2 (HERRFZERT &
NS BB INEREA AN S B - hESROFEMMED
BULHRBEERHEHNTEHA o1,

I, FRBEICE. ERBUaREEFE. FA13
FIZPERBCARRFEMNRR 2580 L. SUEARE -
XEE E & B ICHRT DT EMUL DR ES IR ST
EOITRHEER 2, SBIT, FR1 SEEICIEG
EFER# 3EE (hEF - BAEE - Re3L®)
il Zoiim. B ARER EAREEDHO—DITAE DT,
FRHC, BEFEEmCERET a2 —%
WE L TEEREZEEL., EFECHOHFE - B
BT EMREMIEF L

TRL1 6 EEMNDIF. XER2FRDA ) Fa2T L4
BETZ4TL. FEXEFROGHNZBREZOI—R %
BTtz Ftz. HRO2HEREZSEL T, E7 7
EHHREARAEILE LT 5L, K - 56 - #fF
TATE—KE LTz, /7 D7 EFSULBORMTSUED
MRHBBICEREZELTLND,

CD& SR YBADERICIEL, TR, AgH
B LYV TTERT7 U7 DIGHMIES UL DT
CTHIRE, TLT. TNoEZATEEFTULT
DENZEFBEHAL LS E0LVS . BEDHFRMLEIEA
Hbd, LUDIT BEROEFFEESEN S, 7OTD LA
Kbl SEEDOBRIZEITS, WD THDEFIUEDH
Y &S CEEOFEEME (A TOT S LDLSH
KEXFHE) OLENS - EEMLA DKL (IR TL
5I2HM Db 5. CONBHFOMEERILERNIZFH
BEHEA. ATAE L BEFLTWDERERIZ. B
KOENEWTE < DXERERNKRBEOFEFME S
. BEOBEHITHEL TS EWND, FIEIZBET

RERELH D,

LILEDIKRESFER ., ERMEZL(ICISZ 57=0I2,
BRICRD SEDEKRRERTITHR SRR 574
WEEZ D,

- BREXFMROEFRLHAERY FT—OD
HBE

1. AREFHROMEEDER

. BREXFHEDOHEREDER

CNOZEHERICETLD B0F, FEZEZRDLASS
HLL DhERZEOHEMEF THL I EBEELTL
Do BIE. RLIL, FALAEOFREE (VS UF -
THA D) 126 &EDE, REOEBERKS - HIEK
B - EREOREL LREEZEDHTHY . SED
WEBRFEL TR TH D,

i

=R DSt
KENINET, HHOEOENE - FEZOEMNR
BRICE-LTEEHMEEETRFER, TOEHEE
& U BAREIC L CERSMGRIRILS & L TOEREZ(E
IR EFEXKEIAE. Tahb BREEHTR
(BT DRDE S LEEETH>T. CORHFOHRR
EKEOKF DI YEBIET,
. BREXFEMEOHFIGIHAERY FT—2
D
B2 - D URT DL - EEAR R UENAE
HEFBLT, BRSNERET SRS - AEE
K- IS LT L. ARy hO—5 &4k
ERN

(1) LIEOZRIZE > TRLONDHAEER XL
AR - SGRERE) DT—2 N—Z{EE1TULN,
ZLTERERY b= B L THES -
WFZEENA - TRZRARRESECRAE - 1RIT 5.

(2) TR E - EFROIBIRICS->TIE,
TIZERE LIASRIIBIEBURiREE 2 EA L .
R ZEAT B,

4. BEREXEMRDOMTEDER
(1) KREBRIZH I DHAREBARFIDEMBEITL.
BT OTEMHREMEMICRR R ERRE
THMREEIRAT 5,

7

ZHREER¥ IR




(2) BN SEERCHET LR L T ERND
HAREBRUERICXHERDORAEZIZE-S
EHREEERT b,

() T2, ARBEROEETHDEN (HH)
BAEDTVREFEEIFEDT-ODOEEY VR
) LEBMHET D & B . BRI E S R E
DIREZEIT I,

. BAREXERROHFTHAEDERR

) RXTOD Y FOMREHRBD A 23 —Z il
[ZPEEF—LZEEY. BA - hE - &% - 5
[ZE T B EFEHERORR & AR E &
FHIH DD EDBFRIDAERE ZEHT D,

() REEQOBERNEXFEBFRILY >3 (2D

TERN TEMERAEZ T EFHT—4 X
—REEKT B,
NODEMFEZE L T, HFHAZEE - F
ROMBHIEEREIT D,

®)

QTR A MEH
HREBDCOEEZERMDI L LI (COETRY
SLHHEZEES=2REE WEHE - 25K - 8
TR - KZEER - FHEE - WS —4—, i -
FHEOEZT., HLUBERBICLDIEREESR - IR
PLUFELBABICLHELERE - HERERDES
BTHES) . COEEHERDERE LM - AR—D
iR R7 TR EMERRN REELRD) .
HAEETHEOIH (&2, 000FM) . IEHE

TSR & PINER DR (R7 U7 AR EMR |

FTDERE & KERT - FEENENICAREXI—X -
FARERAER)

3. EFKRRUSEDOEE

ATOTS LEFHROTER 1 6 EEMEEICZIE. ST
DA ') F215LERET L CTHEXERICBRETFED
O—REERIT . SCEE & ERBUaiEFFERE D7 CTHR
T OT7 DXL Lt ERERER. FI-BUEFETAT -
ISERERAZR AT 2 RERICEHE L T, EIRBUaRE - &
EXt%E 6 REMZ aE T 27 D7 2 S MR
FiEIHBLEIFT, BEUEERDLET HHET - HED
LPMIARTIEEEZ 1=,

RIREIE. PREEREDR L MAMIEE S 220,
ARITOTSLICE T HFEESE - ETEDOR L—RGHE
EEFIRTEDLSIC LIz, BRATKRTOT S LD
SEEIETEIE. HYELI SBERSNI-EHEREICKDHE

Bzt 1
[AFEAE]

BEERICEWVTRESN., HAEELELELHNHE
LERB LT HHELEREDELTRTC. FREERL
FTHCOEHERERICETE, ABEB/LIVATLE
FeRk L=,

LED &S GAFIDE & BOHSIEFRNEE 4K
DHEFRLE LT, BRDFEEZE NLICEEREDFT
LT, 4RDETHD
(7. XERT—32R—XDEELERFEE] (F. 6K
T—53%75, 000mDAAELKI18, 000RDT
— 2 3B, BREBHRRNEZEDT—2%12,000
24 LD, £X7—4% (EOFEERBAED £
6 0 EDANNHY . &oITTIFEBRRESHRDFE
5491, 00 0 |, FIRIAEEEEED - FERKEEFAF
B 1 2 0 FEEDANERRT Lize ThodDT—42I(C
EhEL T, 2EEET I N—X0, EEREME
F~D ) U iEEEZER LTS,

T, ERNSOZEHERE - fBf S OEEE ] (T, EF
M EFEEETRILERS RO LORE. #ES
# TEARECEHE] OBFl, =2—X L2 —0fM%E
BiEe. BIMLE ) — A —DRREL ) —F —=EDERA
FfEE. SBIMNIHBITHIEXGREREDRELE V—0 23
v TDEMEIGE | BAFGEEZT HITT-. F-ERNHEE -
S LTIE, ESCEMRERME - LEFRAFELS
DN, IFEES - PHEHERE EOWRSOEEE
DERIEEEDEEE HITTULD,

). BFMHRES I USEREMREEDERE] (&,
COEMES - IEBMFONE &/ S ~DOHZTEIAK.
2 B DIELTEAUSOEI., ZFEABAEEE - KFEBTAEE -
EFHEEEL C ORI EAERE LTH D,

[T EXHEOWMREIRE] L. KEHRBEDEXXH
HMEODRELIFETOER. HANSEBMANTTO
ENHFIEN S O 0 EDOE L LR ELH D,

NoOFEEE. PREEFHMEDER#E LBIEL T, B
MR - FIEE. HEWNTIEGIFROLETREET LR
EBx. SHOSSLLEMEMTEHEICT 520D
i HOEWNEZEO—InE -+ LD EFHE L
TLys,

ALE, SBRELVEGFERBEZHELSE DI
EHIIRTOT S LI TERDFR2 1 FEHNBIE.
[BREXHEMER OIS L) #XbEIF, IhE
TORREFEMICTIINL ., BE - ZREHIOHERE
FOHE DT, BREXOEHFGHTELRE LTS
HIEHHE - MEOHLERRBIIEHL., KRESARD
EMHEERIEEFER LN EERTIND,

“IMREXRPEIE



BNITERSGGRERR S

Overseas Kanbun Course Section

a4 - Fa50 - KFEPEE (PUR)

Intensive Course (Chinese) at Chulalongkorn University, Thailand
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On 20-30 December 2009, a series of lectures on “Kanbun
Studies” was held as part of the regular curriculum for master’s
students majoring in the Japanese language and Japanese
literature in the Department of Eastern Languages, Faculty of
Arts, Chulalongkorn University. I specialize in Chinese and
took the first four days, while Tanaka Yukie, who specializes in
Japanese literature, took the remaining six days, and reference

should be made to her report regarding that part of the course.

This was the third overseas course for students majoring
in the Japanese language and Japanese literature to be held
at Chulalongkorn University. The first was conducted by
Machi Senjurd and Yamabe Susumu in September 2007 and
the second by Tanaka and Yamabe in August—September
2008, and on both occasions the courses were attended by five
students (see the report by Yamabe in Sasha Tsijin, no. 12).

At the time of the first course, it was felt that there was a
need to create a suitable environment in the department for
studying kanbun, and through the generosity of the publisher
Sanseidd we were able to donate nine copies of the character
dictionary Kanjikai, of which I was one of the compilers. I am
informed that these are shelved in the library and are at the
disposal of all students.

In the middle of the second course, the anti-Thaksin People’s
Alliance for Democracy occupied Government House and the
state television station, and those of us in Tokyo, not knowing
what was happening on the ground, anxiously watched the
television news. We were relieved when Tanaka, who had been
taking the course, returned to Japan without mishap.

Professor Saowalak at Chulalongkorn University has been
cooperating with us as an overseas COE leader (and is currently
an overseas coordinator). For this reason she is all the more
passionate about teaching kanbun studies and, with advice
from Yamabe since the start of these overseas courses, she has
compiled an introduction to kanbun in Thai. Consequently, on
this occasion we were asked in advance to aim the content of
the lectures at students who had already completed a beginner’s
or introductory course.

Unlike previous courses, this course was held in December

during the dry season, the most pleasant season in Thailand.
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The course was attended by nine students, almost twice the
number of students at previous courses. Copies of a character
dictionary had been donated at the time of the first course, but
because I wanted the students to actually take the dictionary
in their hands and study by looking up characters, another ten
copies were donated through the generosity of Sanseidé and I
took them with me in my travelling bag. If it had been during
the heat of summer, I would no doubt have perspired profusely.

The students and Professor Saowalak (front row, centre)

holding copies of Kanjikai
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The teaching material that I took with me to use in my
lectures was a textbook that I use in the course “Introduction o
Chinese Studies” for new students at Nishogakusha University.
This is a textbook that I wrote myself for use in the classroom
since almost all existing materials for teaching how to read
kanbun concentrate on how to render sentence structure and
read grammatical particles and do not necessarily explain in
detail how to apply native Japanese readings. One distinctive
feature of my textbook is that the examples used by way of
illustration are all passages providing the sources of commonly
used phrases.

For the course at Chulalongkorn University, however, it was
necessary to condense it to a volume that could be covered in
four lectures lasting from 9.00 a.m. to 1.00 p.m. During the

course I accordingly focused on the following topics:

(1) Grammatical subjects in the original Chinese and the
addition of wa.

(2) You and zai (related to the question of adding wa).

(3) Ways of rendering double objects (also related to
conversion to a simple object and prepositions)

(4) Rendering of words for expressing “place.”

(5) Difference between on readings and kun readings.

(6) Rendering of words for expressing the frequency of an

action.
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Partway through the course it occurred to me that I ought
to have the students copy out the original text and add kaeriten
and okurigana. On doing so, I found that while they were quite
proficient in spoken Japanese, the speed at which they copied
the Chinese characters was slower than I had expected. I
clearly saw how the writing of Chinese characters is an obstacle
to learning Japanese.

I accordingly printed out my “List of o7 and kun readings of
Chinese characters in common use with three representative
compounds,” which I distribute to new students at Nishogakusha
University, and had them use this as a guide in their studies.

Even though it was December, the average temperature in
Bangkok was 28 degrees Celsius. With the lectures taking
place in a classroom with air-conditioning at full blast, both
the lecturer and the students could not help feeling fatigued,
but I managed to complete the lectures supported by the
enthusiasm of the nine students and Professor Saowalak, who
attended every lecture. However, whether or not I was able to
respond adequately to their enthusiasm is something on which
I will need to reflect carefully, and I hope to put the results of
my reflections to good use at the next opportunity.

In addition, whereas the lecturers changed partway
through the course, the students attended the lectures for
ten consecutive days, and this is an issue that needs to be
considered when planning intensive courses in the future.

On 25 December (Friday), when I had finished
my lectures and Tanaka had just begun hers, the two of
us had the opportunity to meet and talk with Dr. Prapod
Assavavirulhakarn, dean of the Faculey of Arts, and as well as
being thanked by him, we were informed of his strong wish

that this overseas course be continued in the future.
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For details of Nishogakusha University’s Kanbun Instruction
and Research Program’s overseas course at Chulalongkorn
University, I refer the reader to Professor Satd Susumu’s report,
and here [ shall focus on the content of the lectures that I gave
over a period of six days (25-30 December 2009) .

The previous year I had also taken an intensive course for
eight days, excluding holidays and so on, from 24 August
to 6 September 2008, and on that occasion I had taught the
grammar of classical Japanese to first-year master’s students.
A knowledge of grammar is indispensable for reading kanbun,
and therefore I ran this course with the aim of providing the
students with some basic knowledge in advance of Yamabe
Susumu’s intensive course, “An Introduction to Kanbun.” But
this year Professor Saowalak had already completed a course
on the grammar of classical Japanese, and so I conducted a
different course of lectures.

The content of the lectures was left to my discretion, and
after having listened to the University’s wishes and given much
thought to the matter, and also taking into account the fact
that in the summer of 2009 the students had already attended
an intensive course on the history of Japanese literature given
by another lecturer who had been invited from Japan, I decided
to conduct a course of lectures and exercises on the history
of Japanese kanbun literature so as to tie in with this earlier
course. Since | am by no means a specialist in this field, T
approached it with the intention of studying from scratch. It
is of course impossible to survey the entire history of Japanese
kanbun literature within a short limited span of time, and so [
decided to take up the Heian period, which is comparatively
close to my own speciality, the narrative tales (setsuwa) of the
ancient and medieval periods.

Generally speaking, the works of classical Japanese literature
of the Heian period that immediately spring to mind are those
that have lent brilliant colour to the history of literature, such
as the Genji monogatari, Malkura no soshi and Kokin wakashii,
and it is not unusual for kanbun literature to be disregarded. At
the same time, however, not only was the writing of prose and
poetry in Chinese popular, but government documents and the
diaries of nobles involved in government were also written in
kanbun. It was perfectly natural for men of culture at the time

to have a grounding in and knowledge of kanbun literature,
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and Chinese prose and poetry and the associated scholarship
existed as a cultural foundation underpinning the production
of renowned works of literature. Accordingly, during this
course | decided to focus on kanbun literature which, although
liable to be overlooked in the shadow of the literature of
narratives, diaries, waka, and so on, does in fact have close
connections with these various forms of literature.

In concrete terms, I prepared my own teaching materials,
and while surveying the history of kanbun literature from
ancient times to the Heian period, as well as touching on
contemporary training and scholarship relating to kanbun
literature, I had the students tackle passages in yomikudashi
from the Wakan réeishii, old records and documents, accounts
of the histories of temples and shrines, and written prayers. For
me too it was the first time to teach something like this, and
the classes involved much trial and error. But I believe that I
was able to accomplish my initial goal of making the students
aware of the importance of kanbun literature.

The students were all very attentive, and the six second-year
master’s students who also attended participated actively in
the classes. But four hours of classes daily for ten days in all, if
one includes Professor Satd’s classes, seem to have been quite
strenuous for the students too, and I heard them say that they
would have liked to study at a more leisurely pace with breaks
in between for reviewing what they had learnt. This is an issue
that will need to be addressed in overseas courses from next
year.

Chatting with the students after the end of the day’s classes
was also enjoyable, and T gained much inspiration through
coming in contact with their unalloyed and single-minded
desire to learn. T am grateful for having been granted this
valuable opportunity to spend such a meaningful period of
time for a second year, and I wish to express my sincere thanks

to Professor Saowalak and everyone else who helped me.



BIVTOEES B EERR S

Overseas Kanbun Course Section

NMFLERKZEN A - AXHEREXZEELVCI2UT 5 -
73 AN (NXV1T) KRICHTBBIEXGEENERICDUT
Overseas Kanbun Courses at the University of Social Sciences and
Humanities, Vietnam National University, Hanoi, and Ca’ Foscari

University of Venice

Bl Yl em]=1

Qollaborator, Kundoku Research Section

O~ | F AERKFEN A -
i

IS TS EOT I

ZEEWWﬂ%%K%ﬁ%\9H7DKNF%AH
KFFEBEN 7 4123 5 CENTER FOR VIETNAM-
JAPAN RESEARCH EXCHANGE- AND COOPERATIVE
SUPPORT # il L., £ ¥ ¥ —OFLETH . R
GFRFARBELHENR 707 T 2L 2 — 5 1

AT —=TWBH LT T4 VREDEMTVYS S L5

HO HOANG HOA %4 & 5O DWW TR L
y S

HO HOANG HOA GZEIX N N F At —#, KFTH
DTHRBERH AT H T HAEFIZA b LG,
AR E L THEN - F ) TH 5,

9H 8 HA S, [HETEMH—HARIZBIY 5 PEY

MG & PEALDOZEICOWT] OF—<DH k., L
TOHRTHREZIT>720 ZO#FFRONRILNE & [
CdHi MEmHEEE] (X 24 SR b i 7e
) ICHBERTETH S,

ON8H % (9:00~12:00)

9H9H % (9:00~12:00)

9HI0H 2% (9:00~12:00)

&w%wifK&M?ﬂb;Uld #H AR O
I, RFGEBIVORBEDOBZTH - 72,

BB IO T B RO T E T
& % PHAM VAN KHOATZ:4: % 5. SRAERE (9 A ¥
W) 2 SR NI H AR LA AT 253 IR M

17

il
Yamabe Susumu

® Department of Han-Nom Studies, Faculty of Arts,
University of Social Sciences and Humanities, Vietnam
National University, Hanoi

Prior to the second overseas course to be held in Vietnam, on
7 September I visited the Center for Vietnam-Japan Research
Exchange and Cooperative Support at the University of Social
Sciences and Humanities, Vietnam National University,
Hanoi, and discussed future activities with Dr. Ho Hoang
Hoa, who is in charge of the center and is also a former
teacher of Dr. Nguyen Thi Oanh, an overseas coordinator of
Nishogakusha University’s Kanbun Instruction and Research
Program. Dr. Ho Hoang Hoa was the first person to teach
Japanese at university after the unification of Vietnam, having
studied Japanese in North Korea during the Vietnaq q qqm
War.

Starting from 8 September, I gave a series of lectures entitled
“An Outline of Kanbun Studies: On the Reception of Classical
Chinese and Chinese Culture in Japan.” The schedule is given
below. As was the case with the first course, the text of these
lectures will be carried by the journal published by the Institute

of Han-Nom Studies.

8 Sept.  Classes (9.00-12.00)
9 Sept.  Classes (9.00-12.00)
10 Sept. Classes (9.00-12.00)

The lectures were attended by undergraduate and graduate
students of the Department of Han-Nom Studies (Faculty
of Arts) and the Japan Studies Section of the Department of
Oriental Studies and also by faculty members, numbering 35
in all.

After the conclusion of this course, I received a request for
cooperation from Dr. Pham Van Khoai, who is in charge of the
Department of Han-Nom Studies and is hoping to start classes
on Japanese kanbun as a regular subject in the Department of
Han-Nom Studies from the next academic year (which starts

in September).
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The classes will take the form of an intensive course lasting
about one week, and Dr. Pham Van Khoai’s wish is for a course
that, among the subjects covered by my lectures on the history
of Japanese kanbun studies on this occasion, will provide an
outline of the reception of Confucian works (Four Books and
Five Classics) in particular, as well as incorporating the history
of academic research in contemporary Japan. This is based on
his desire to gain fresh perspectives for the study of Vietnamese
kanbun by learning about Japanese kanbun and also to train
people who will be able to conduct comparative research on

Japanese kanbun.

® Japanese Section, Department of East Asian Studies, Ca’
Foscari University of Venice

From 28 September to 2 October 2009, an intensive course
(14 hours) was held in the Japanese Section, Department of
East Asian Studies, Ca’ Foscari University of Venice in Italy as

part of our Internet-based course on reading kanbun.

28 Sept.  Preliminary discussions (afternoon)
Classes (17.00-19.00)

29 Sept.  Classes (9.00-11.00)

30 Sept.  Classes (13.00-19.00)

1 Oct. Classes (9.00-11.00, 13.00-15.00)
Individual guidance for students preparing
graduation theses (15.00-17.00)

2.Oct.  Individual guidance for students preparing

graduation theses (10.00-11.00, 13.00-14.00)

Discussions concerning future plans and credit recognition
examinations

The course was attended by 13 students, two of whom had
attended the previous year’s course and participated as teaching
assistants. This year the faculty member was Professor Laura
Moretti.

Then, starting from 6 October, nine Internet-based classes
were held each Tuesday (Italian time: 9.00-11.00; Japanese
time: 16.00-18.00 [summer, until end of October], 17.00—
19.00 [winter, from November]). It is planned to hold an oral
examination via the Internet on 28 January 2010.

I was also asked by Professor Moretti to act as an external
supervisor for one of last year’s students who is writing a
graduation (master’s) thesis, and Professor Moretti is currently
going through the university procedures to lodge a formal
request. The students thesis is provisionally titled “The Role
of Kanbun in Popular Prose Literature at the Start of the Early
Modern Period: With a Focus on Prefaces,” and taking note of
the existence of kanbun prefaces in kanazoshi of the early Edo
period, it examines their role. Currently, I am checking and
correcting the student’s reports sent to me every other week
and am also providing guidance via the Internet several times

a month.



DIVEBIGEEE DML H O . BUE. Morewi J54E A%
D720 DFNDFHEE 247> T b, FEDFHLD
7=~ [ O KSR HOC S BT B B

DA —F L& Pl — (RGE) | TH Y LMo

Xuj
W W LARG TN SN D T SLO AR H

L. ZOERENIODWTEZELTnD, B, WETE

HErbELNTL A LR- FORY] - 55 E 7w, H

WH, Ay M ETHIREE T T b,
RERBL20104E 7 HE FE L, XER LD

fili Z LT L TRINT 2 FETH %0

| ERE0

WE FTICOMEE L7 2 & 220, iphhasE e
oy MEEZERTLICBELTIE ZORFOHY) F
2T ADETFICENFNENYDH L7280, W—17
%EEMi%%KEoTw&woﬁﬁb%\ﬁiﬂ%
DHME L 7% BEMLLEDOFE L NV RN E > THE
LELTHY, /20 HAEIHTHH.0I2o0T
by HARBELFH2EME LX) LT 55, LIRS
HRELEH)ET L2, HERALO—5BFE LTZED
MOPBERREI LT20, L. HFRFEL-
THEOZTHBNIR L > TV 5,

L7zAo Ty AU Fa520MERIZHz->TiE, %
KEFDOENEZ L CEE L7z LTRSS T BB
Hobo T2z, SO 2KFEDH L, X FAREK
KFNI A NI A ALHERFREOY AL X
F L L) O TUIHEFLENZE L 2585 BRI
FRBEIEL7ZEICE 5T HEOEEHIXHgIZH 2
BEERED &) HIOA 5, Z O AVl 0 I A%

HINTWD, LdosT, Bl XH iz,
GOk L) b F UEFLEIE T 2 HARIZE T 5

BT - YL DZENI OV T ORI 7%
DTHbo
*ﬁ\ﬁ-7¢XﬁUki@ﬂ%d\

WTHISEDOFBER IS 2 AR TWSzD, %

%ﬁ@ﬁ%i&@%ﬁvwwﬁ@ v Ee. HAPEY
FEREMELL)ETEZWED LT 2B TY

bo L72ho T SN OIERN 2 HLIEZbHEAHA
Zl L ECANEIZ DWW T O X ) ERY R AR E A A

RRELRSoTVD, 5HEDZIFARMOKREDRE

ARFEFBIEREL, LOXELLA)F 2T 1504

FLEOME. 2 BRI RETHH L ER %,

ulJ—TSn'/J j{&b YA

I B

19

The graduation examination is scheduled for July 2010,

and I plan to submit my assessment of the graduation thesis in

English.

® Concluding Remarks

As I have pointed out previously, when conducting overseas
courses and Internet-based classes, it is inappropriate to run
the courses in a uniform manner since the way in which the
curriculum is set up differs at each university. The level to
which classical grammar, the basis for reading kanbun, is
taught varies from one university to another, and as for the
students” interest in kanbun, their reasons for attending the
courses differ at each university, depending on whether they
want to specialize in kanbun studies, use kanbun as a topic for
comparative research, acquire knowledge about kanbun as a
field of Japanese culture, and so on.

Therefore, when preparing the curriculum, one needs to
carefully consider the actual circumstances of each university
and respond in a flexible manner. For instance, in the case
of the two universities at which courses were held on this
occasion, the University of Social Sciences and Humanities,
Vietnam National University, Hanoi, asked us to run the
course with the aim of obtaining a perspective for viewing in
relative terms the culture of their own country, which formerly
belonged to the sphere of Sinographic culture but has now
abolished Chinese characters. Therefore, as was described
above, rather than being asked to take a course on how to read
kanbun, 1 was asked to give a series of introductory lectures
on the reception of Chinese characters and kanbun in Japan,
which belongs to the same sphere of Sinographic culture.

In contrast, at Ca’ Foscari University great emphasis is
placed at the undergraduate level on the grammar of classical
Japanese. Consequently the students attending the courses
have studied classical grammar to a high level, and students
intending to specialize in kanbun studies are also beginning to
appear. Therefore, the classes cover not only the basic methods
of reading kanbun, but are also interspersed with more specialist
knowledge about reading kanbun. In the future, acting in close
concert with the teaching staff at each university, we should,
[ believe, aim to establish a more substantial curriculum and

improved teaching methods.
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In Japan, a great variety of texts, starting with official
documents, were written in kanbun. In view of this, researchers
specializing in Japanese literature and related fields ought to be
able to read these materials. But much of this kanbun written
in Japan is a Japanized form of kanbun, and a system for
teaching and studying it has not really been established. The
current situation is one in which there are few researchers able
to read this type of kanbun. This study group was accordingly
set up with the aim of increasing even slightly the number of

researchers able to read these materials.

Ist Study Meeting: “Reading Kanbun Diaries”
Instructor: Mitsuhashi Tadashi (School of Japanese and
Culture, Meisei University)
Date: 7-10 September (four days), 9.30-12.30

The kanbun diaries recording state affairs that were written
by nobles in the Heian period are sources of the highest value
for learning about the period in question. These diaries are,
however, written not in regular fanbun, but in Japanized or
irregular kanbun. It could be said that this is why many nobles
were able to write such diaries, and they are important sources
of material because of questions concerning their style and

also for considering the relationship between kanbun and the

Japanese.

Minamoto no Tsuneyori’s Sakeiki was selected as the text.

The first day was devoted to an introduction to kanbun
diaries, and from the second day participants were assigned
passages from the extant entries for Jian 2 (1022), starting
from the entry for the 8th of the seventh month, and they
provided a kundoku rendition and interpretation, comparing
the manuscript with two printed editions. Participants
prepared and presented a précis, to which Professor Mitsuhashi
then added corrections and explanatory comments. (We
got as far as the middle of the tenth month.) By having the
participants prepare kundoku renditions and interpretations,
rather than adopting the form of lectures, it was possible, I
believe, to overcome the downsides of a short course of only

four days. Further, by making use of the text data inpur by
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Professor Mitsuhashi, it became possible for participants to
correspond with each other, and the fact that these exchanges
have continued since the conclusion of the study meeting is, I
think, very meaningful.

There were 17 participants, made up of graduate and
undergraduate students from Nishogakusha University and

also students from other universities.

2nd Study Meeting: “Reading Kanbun Prose and Poetry of
the Heian Period”

Instructor: Satd Michio (Faculty of Literature, Keio University)
Date: 21-25 December (four days, excluding 23 December),
13.00-16.00

At the second study meeting we read a form of literature
quite different from kanbun diaries and written in regular
kanbun by Japanese during the Heian period, namely, prefaces
to poems, a style of kanbun to which the greatest importance
was attached by Confucianists.

The preface to a poem by Sugawara no Fumitoki in the
Honchd monzui and the preface to a poem by Fujiwara no
Akihira in the Honcho zoku monzui were selected as texts.

From the first day, Professor Satd proceeded to actually
read the texts, referring to both manuscripts and material
prepared by himself, while also giving a brief account of
kanbun literature in the second half of the Heian period. He
took us through the texts very carefully, adding here and there
explanations concerning basic knowledge needed for reading
kanbun. Tt was also greatly appreciated that he did not confine
himself to basic matters, but also gave consideration to aspects
that will be able to be put to practical use in the future.

There were 10 participants from other universities, but none

from Nishogakusha University.

Concluding Remarks

Study meetings focusing on kanbun and Japanized kanbun
were something that could have been arranged only by
Nishogakusha University’s Kanbun Instruction and Research
Program, and they were of great benefit for the future
development of young researchers. Most of the participants
were students majoring in Japanese literature, although this
was partly due to the proclivities of the universities to which
invitations were sent, and it is evident that there is a great
demand in the field of Japanese literature for the acquisition
of skills for reading this sort of material. At the same time, it
is hoped that students majoring in a greater variety of ficlds
will participate in the future. It is also regrettable that not
many graduate or undergraduate students from Nishogakusha
University participated in these two study meetings.

Some of the participants secem to have found the study
meetings quite tough, perhaps because less time is being spent
on kanbun in high school education, and at university too little
time is spent dealing with kanbun. Not only should this study

group take on the role of meeting this demand, but from a
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