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The activities of the Medieval Kanbun Section in the first
half of 2008 were devoted to preparations for the international
symposium in October and, now that we are in our fifth year,
preparations for Vols. 4 of Gagaku shiryashi: and Shomyo shiryishi.

First, with regard to the former, because the symposium
differed slightly in character from previous international
symposiums held by the COE Program and we had included in
our plans a lecture concert in the form of a public performance
of sutra chanting and liturgical chanting by monks from
China, Korea and Japan, time was taken up with the selection
and invitation of Chinese and Korean monks. With regard to
the Japanese monks, it had been promised from an early stage,
thanks to the full cooperation of Arai Kéjun, a collaborating
researcher of the Medieval Kanbun Section, that monks would
be invited from the Tendai, Shingon and Obaku sects. In the
case of Korea too there were no major problems since, on Arai’s
instructions, we had been in contact since 2007 with Prof.
Kim Eunggi of Dongguk University in South Korea. But in
the case of China, we struck a snag for it became evident in
2007 that the invitation of monks from Taiwan, which had
been promised at the time of the inauguration of the COE
Program, was proving difficult, and thereafter inquiries were
made on a daily basis of all those who might be able to help.
Fortunately we received advice from Saté Tamotsu, advisor to
the COE Program, and Yoshihara Hiroto, program member
of the Ancient Kanbun Section, as well as the assistance of
many other people such as COE research fellow Wang Yong
and overseas COE leader Wang Baoping, and in the end
Wang Baoping introduced us to Prof. Xiao Ping of Zhongshan

University in China. That we were able to run this symposium
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without incident was due to the asisstance of these people,
especially Wang Baoping, who introduced us to Xiao Ping. We
wish to rake this opportunity to express our gratitude.

Even as the makeup of the people to be invited was being
finalized, we were next faced with questions concerning public
notification of the content of the concert, decisions about the
program, and preparation of handouts, and it was decided that
Tanaka Yukie of the Medieval Kanbun Section, who would be
in charge of the concert section of the symposium instead of
Iso Mizue, would take charge of these matters in collaboration
with Arai. Prof. Saté Susumu, a member of the COE Executive
Committee, lent his support to communications between the
executive office and mainly China, which was reassuring for
Tanaka, who was deeply touched. Because Tanaka produced
the symposium handouts virtually on her own, some errors
crept in, and in the report to be published it is intended to
correct these errors as well as adding further substance to the
content. It should be added that Tanaka, fully occupied with
these tasks, went to Chulalongkorn University in Thailand for
two wecks in late August and early September for an overseas
course, part of the COE’s activities, and conducted classes in
classical Japanese.

It had been intended that, in preparation for the 2008
international symposium, Vols. 3 of the Medieval Kanbun
Section’s Gagaku shiryoshiz and Shomya shiryishiz, to be published
in the 2007 academic year, would serve as preparatory material
for those who would attend the lectures, with Gagaku shiryoshii
including in particular an introduction to the history of Korean
music in addition to transcriptions of materials, following
on from the previous volume, and Shamyo shiryoshi being
devoted to Arai Kojun’s study of the Shiza kashiki. But the final
check prior to publication coincided with preparations for the
. 3 of Gagaku
shiryoshic and Shomye shiryishic was delayed. A major factor

symposium, and as a result the publication of Vols

in the delay in the case of Shomyi shiryoshit was that Tanaka,
who was in charge of its compilation, was swamped with other
work such as preparations for the symposium and her trip to
Thailand. Even so we were fortunate to be able to include in
Vol. 3 of Gagatku shiryoshii a translation of Part 1 of A Study of
the History of Ancient Music in Korea by Song Bangsong. This
was translated by Oshima Saeko, who was introduced to us
by Prof. Shioda Yoshiko of Nishégakusha University. After
graduating from Nishogakusha University, Oshima went
to Korea, where she is currently engaged in translation and
interpreting. In addition to doing this translation, we also
had her act as liaison person with the Koreans invited to the
symposium, and she was a great help. We have also asked her
to translate Part 2 of A Study of the History of Ancient Music
in Korea, which it is planned to publish in Vol. 4 of Gagafku
shiryashii.

As regards preparations for this Vol. 4, we are aiming to have
it published before the end of this academic year. Since April
we have been continuing to transcribe A Study of the History of
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Japanese Music by Togi Tetteki with the help of third- and
fourth-year students in Iso’s seminar and participants in the
COE Program’s extension course entitled “A Study of the
Kyokunsho.” The seminar students read out and check their
allotted sections during the lunch break on Tuesdays and then
hand them over to Mototsuka Wataru, a graduate student from
Hései University who is also attending the seminar and has
been asked to put it all together. As for the work being done by
participants in the extension course, this is being coordinated
by collaborating researcher Sakurai Rika. The transcription
of the Kyokunshi has been more or less completed, but because
of the symposium the final preparations and investigations
of materials have been delayed. We would also like to visit
Kasuga Shrine, Kyoto National Museum, and the Archives
and Mausolea Department of the Imperial Household Agency

to collect materials at the earliest possible opportunity.
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@ Study Group for Commentaries on the Four Books
(Study of Chinese Works and Commentaries on Chinese
Works Printed in Japan during the First Half of the Edo
Period)

Six monthly study meetings were held on 10 April, 9 May,
13 June, 4 July, 11 August and 26 September, and we continued
reading a copy of the Daxue tingchen in Kiyohara Nobukarta’s
own hand (held by Daitokya Kinen Bunko; main participants:
program advisors Togawa Yoshio and Satd Tamotsu, program
members Oshima Akira, Satd Susumu, Shirafuji Noriyuki and
Machi Senjuré, collaborating researchers Kono Kimiko, Nagao
Naoshige, Taki Yasuhide, Nabeshima Asuka and Shimizu
Nobuko, and research assistant Kume Shinpei). At these
meetings we examined the text on the basis of reports and
materials prepared by Shimizu, Nabeshima and Kume, and
we expect to more or less complete reading the text by the end
of this academic year. It is planned to prepare a report of our
findings in the form of a publication containing an accurate
transcription, Japanese rendering in kundokn, glosses, and

photographs of the original material.

@ Mishima Chiishii Study Group (Study Group for Issues
in Chinese Learning in Modern Japan)

The 42nd to 46th monthly study meetings were held
on 12 April, 10 May, 14 June, 19 July and 13 September,
and we continued with preparations to publish our research
findings in the form of a collection of articles entitled Vishi
Gakusha and Chinese Learning in Modern Japan. We continued

to run a reading circle focusing on the correspondence of
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scholars of Chinese learning, which was started with a view
to improving the participants’ ability to read and comprehend
such materials. We also began reading records of written
conversations conducted by Mishima Chashii, which had been

recently acquired.

® Key Rescarch: Compilation of the Confucian Canon

(Preparation and Publication of Japanese Kanbun Texts)

The digitization of the following twenty-six texts among
the Japanese works selected for the Confucian Canon has
been completed, and a database has been created of these texts
together with the texts digitized in 2007. Preparations are
under way to make the texts available on the Internet.

Oka Hakku, Shikyo moden hogi; Arai Hakuseki, Kokusho
fukugo kiji; [Hayashi Shiichi,] Kokyo jutsugi; Dazai Shundai,
Rongo kokun gaiden; Orta Kinjo, Rongo taiso; Matsuzaki
Koda, Sohon Jiga koka; Yamanashi Tésen, Bun'i; Okamoto
Ky6sai, Setsumon kaiji sho; “Seika sensei gy6j6”; “Razan sensei
gy0jd’; “Kumazawa sensei gydjo”s Gahd jijo furyaku; 1td Togai,
Kokon gakuhen; Sentetsu sodan; Asaka Tanpaku, Dai Nihon shi
sanso; Hayashi Gaho, Honcho tsugan; Yamazaki Ansai, Hekii;
Kaibara Ekiken, Zaigiroku; Ogyt Sorai, Bendd and Benmeti;
Minagawa Kien, Meichii; Minagawa Kien, Mongaku kyoyds;
Miura Baien, Zeigo; Fujiwara Scika, Bunsho rattoku koryd;
Hayashi Razan, Razan sensei bunshiz; Hayashi Gahd, Gahi sensei
ringakushi bunshii; Nakae Toju, 1oju iko.

In addition, we are also planning a series of photographically
reproduced Japanese works of Chinese learning and kanbun
anthologies provisionally titled Collection of Japanese Works of

Chinese Learning.

@ Key Research: Basic Research for the Compilation of a

History of Japanese Kanbun Studies

We continued editing Kuraishi Takeshir6’s lectures on “The
Growth of Sinology” (given at Tokyo Imperial University in
1943), to be published as a companion volume to 7he Growth
of Sinology in Japan (Kyiko Shoin, 2007). Preparations are also
under way to publish a Chinese translation of 7The Growth of
Sinology in Japan.

@ Case Study: Textual Research on Works of Chinese

Medicine

As a participant in the “Project to Investigate, Catalogue,
and Create a Database of Early Japanese Medical Works
in the U.S. National Library of Medicine, etc.” (chaired by
Visiting Professor Sakai Shizu of Juntendé University and
funded by a grant-in-aid from the Ministry of Education,
Culcure, Sports, Technology and Science), Machi Senjuro
conducted investigations at the National Library of Medicine
(Bethesda), Francis A. Countway Library of Medicine
(Harvard University), Spenser Collection (New York Public

Library), and Tsuyama Archives of Western Learning.
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In addition, some of the accumulated findings of Machi’s
textual research on Japanese works on traditional Chinese
medicine were presented at a workshop held at the University
of Oregon on “The Physician Manase Dosan (1507-1594):
An International Workshop on Medical Texts and Sino-
Japanese Writings in Early Modern Japan™ (25-29 Aug.), at the
conference of the European Association of Japanese Resource
Specialists (EAJRS) held at the Macau Scientific and Cultural
Centre in Lisbon (16-19 Sept.), and at the conference of the
European Association for Japanese Studies (EAJS) held at
Salento University in Lecce (20-23 Sept.).

As for the digitization of the Nihon ifu, a collection of
biographical material on Japanese physicians, which has
also been in progress, preparations are under way to make it

available on the Internet.

@Case Study: Chinese Learning and Kanbun Studies
in Modern Japan: The Bakumatsu, Meiji, Taishé and
Showa Eras
Collaborating researcher Shimizu Nobuko and Machi

continued their investigations on Ota Kinjo, and Machi

published an article on Ora Kinjo entitled “Textual Scholars

Who Read the Yuewei caotang biji” (Edo Bungaku 38, June

2008).

Together with research fellow Kawabe Yatai, Machi
presented a paper at the 5th study meeting of a study funded
by a grant-in-aid for scientific research on “The Experiences
of Buddhists of Modern Japan in China and India” (headed
by Ogawara Masamichi), held at Jofukuji in Kanazawa on 2
August 2008.

Machi, Shimizu, Kawabe and research fellow Kamichi
Koichi continued with preparations to bring together the
results of their investigations into the former private library
of Makino Kenjird, materials held by Tsuchizaki Library in
Akita, the former private library of Ito Chiitai, materials related
to Ota Kinjo, and materials held by Hikamiché Library, etc,
with a view to publishing a Collection of Materials on the History
of Chinese Learning in the Bakumatsu and Meiji Period.

Together with COE program advisor Ishikawa Tadahisa,
Machi conducted investigations of materials on Kasami Koko
at Rydzenji temple in Higashimatsuyama, Saitama prefecture

(3 July 2008).
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Ogowa Haruhisa, Serikawa Tetsuyo

@ Study of Sosol Dongyi Pogam and Its Author Lee

Wunsong

On reading the novel Ho fun and seeing its television
dramatization, I feel an irresistible urge to learn more about the
historical figure of Ho Jun (1539-1615) and to read his writings.
[ also want to learn more about the author Lee Wunsong
(1937-88). From 11 to 20 August this year I visited South
Korea to carry out investigations about these two people. First
[ visited the Ho Jun Museum (Gangseo Ward, Secoul). It was
opened three years ago as a result of the enormous influence
of the novel and television drama. I was fortunately able to
meet the director and was delighted to receive a collection
of materials on Ho Jun published by the museum (bringing
together passages from the dynastic records in which Ho Jun
is mentioned) and the latest report on a symposium entitled Ho
Jun and Infectious Diseases. 1 lodged a request that the museum
also exhibit Ho Jun’s own writings (albeit few in number)
and publicly honour the achievements of Lee Wunsong, the
author of the novel Ho Jun (original title: Soso/ Dongyi pogam)
which has made Ho Jun so famous. Other medical works in
the compilation of which Ho Jun was involved, apart from
the Dongyi pogam, have fortunately been reproduced in the
History of Korean Science and Technology Series (Yeogang
Publishing Company), and so I was able to make photocopies
at the National Central Library. One of these (Enbae duchang
Jjipyo) had a colophon by Ho Jun. This was the second piece
of writing by Ho Jun that I had encountered, the first having
been the explanatory remarks in the Dongy: pogam.

Another objective of this trip to Korea was to collect material
on Lee Wunsong, the author of the novel Ho jun. 1 first
purchased the original Korean edition of Soso/ Dongyi pogam
in three volumes and read at my lodgings “The Lee Wunsong
Whom I Know” (Lee Gingson), appended at the end. I learnt
that when Lee Gingson first met Lee Wunsong, he asked him
to write an essay, and I was able to determine at the National
Central Library that the February 1976 issue of Sedae had
carried his essay “My Own Story.” I was overjoyed. It describes

the approach he took when working on the historical novel Ao
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Yamabe Susumu, Machi Senjuro, Tanaka Yukie

During the 2008 academic year, the Overseas Kanbun
Course Section has conducted the following overseas courses,

Internet-based classes and Internet-based study group.

@Cx2’ Foscari University of Venice, Italy

Starting from April, Internet-based classes were held on the
second and fourth Thursdays of each month, and an Internet-
based study group was held on the third Thursday of each

month. Four Internet-based classes were held, ending in early

June. The Internet-based study group continues to be held.

The next Internet-based classes will be held as part of the
University’s regular curriculum from February next year
(fifteen hours of Internet-based classes and a fifteen-hour

intensive on-site course).

.Chulalongkorn University in Bangkok, Thailand

A course was held as part of “Japanese in Classical
Literacure” (Vocabulary and structure of the Japanese language
in Heian literature, Kanshi and Kanbun), a course for master’s
students majoring in the Japanese language and Japanese

literature.

25 August — 4 September: Classical Japanese (Tanaka Yukie)
8-18 September: Kanbun (Yamabe Susumu)

During this period, a review of a textbook for classical
Japanese and kanbun prepared by Associate Professor Saowalak

Suriyawongpaisal was conducted.

@ University of Social Sciences and Humanities, Vietnam
National University, Hanoi
On 4-6 September, a course entitled “An Introduction
to Kanbun Studies, Kanbun Kundoku Style” was held at the
University of Social Sciences and Humanities, Vietnam
y
National University, Hanoi, for undergraduate and graduate

students of the Department of Han-Nom Studies (Faculty



ML 72o

OFMBEIERAMIF AU TUXN [BEFET +—F 4]
WNEEO H AN AT A H 2 Eaadg e LT, ¥
T LB LU E DB B AR R S S
FTEA=) Y ITYAL [T T+ —F 4] ZhlEL.
THIMZHE T T D, ZMEIE, BHE A FU R -
FAY - TFVR-AF)T - I VT z—DT %

47

of Arts) and the Japan Studies Section of the Department of
Oriental Studies and also for young researchers of the Institute
of Han-Nom Studies.

.Kanji Forum: Mailing list for academic librarians

A mailing list called “Kanji Forum,” aimed primarily at
Japanese academic librarians living overseas, has been
established for the purpose of sharing information on books
relating to the Chinese script, Sinographic culture and related
subjects. There are currently seven participants in Great

Britain, Germany, France, Italy and Norway.
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