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Director of Research Center for Kanbun Studies & Professor in Faculty of Literature Machi Senjuro
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Nishogakusha University’s program “The Formation of
‘Knowledge’ in Modern Japan through Kanbun Studies” was
adopted as a MEXT-Supported Program for the Strategic Research
Foundation at Private Universities (SRF), and for five years from
fiscal 2015 to fiscal 2019 the Research Center for Kanbun Studies
took the lead in undertaking various projects. One of these was
Conferences on Memorial Halls of Kanbun Scholars which we
planned with the aim of encouraging information sharing and
collaboration between memorial halls of Kanbun scholars scattered
throughout Japan, discussing future issues, raising awareness of
Kanbun scholars renewing perceptions of “kanbun studies,” and
widely promoting its significance to society at large. The first
conference was held on 29 July 2017 at Nishogakusha University
and was cohosted with the Research Institute of Chinese Old
Book Culture at Waseda University. Endorsing the conference’s
aims, people associated with memorial halls of Kanbun scholars
throughout Japan, researchers, and descendants of Kanbun
scholars gathered together and exchanged views on the activities
of these memorial halls, their present circumstances, and issues
they are facing, and these conferences became one of the distinctive
activities of our program. Since the inaugural conference, these
conferences have been held annually in August, consisting of two
parts, Part 1 being a series of lectures and a symposium and Part 2
consisting of paper presentations and a plenary session. After our
program came to an end in fiscal 2019, it was decided to continue
holding the conference at different memorial halls throughout the
country. The contents of past conferences can be viewed on the
website of the Research Center for Kanbun Studies:

In fiscal 2020, it was planned to hold the conference at Kangien
Academy, which was founded by Hirose Tanso, in Hita, Bungo,
and is said to have been the largest private academy of Kanbun
studies in early modern Japan. But regrettably the conference
had to be cancelled (postponed) because of increasing infections
of Covid-19. So we decided to publicize widely through this
newsletter the current circumstances of these memorial halls, which
continue their unassuming activities from day to day in the midst
of the Covid-19 pandemic, and the efforts of those associated with
them.

I wish to express my profound thanks to all the institutions that
have contributed to this issue for their cooperation. The Research
Center for Kanbun Studies will continue to make approaches to
memorial halls of Kanbun scholars throughout the country with a
view to expanding collaboration among them and vitalizing their
activities, and I ask you for your continuing cooperation.



CEFESCEEFRE) Report on Memorial Hall of Kanbun Scholar

BRIUECSEE

Ashi Tozan Memorial Museum

BRILEIEEES
Curator, Ashi Tozan Memaorial Museum

FRILEZEEMIF=HAER

Specialist Curator and Investigator, Ashi Tozan Memorial Museum
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The forerunner of Ashi Tozan Memorial Museum was “Master
Ashi Tézan Memorial Museum,” which was established in 1982
through the efforts of Ashi Bunpachiro of the Ashi family of Isedo,
and Ashi T6zan Memorial Museum opened on 1 October 2007
as the first facility in Ichinoseki to be established in honour of an
individual.

The permanent exhibits present the life of Ashi Tozan (1696—
1776), a Confucian scholar of Sendai domain in the mid-Edo
period, and they have been divided into sections such as “Period
of Study” and “Period of Confinement,” arranged in chronological
order. In addition, we also hold and exhibit the original copy of
Ashi Tozan’s “Genpon Mukeiroku”, which was designated a tangible
cultural property of Iwate prefecture in 1965.

Programs in Fiscal 2020

In fiscal 2020, we held exhibitions and other events while
reviewing their contents so as to prevent the spread of Covid-19
infections. Ashi Tozan Memorial Museum, Ichinoseki Museum,
and other similar facilities in Ichinoseki were temporarily closed
from 19 April to 10 May. After this period of closure, we held
a special summer exhibition on “Buddhist Sculptor Ishikawa
Shomyo” (8 August — 8 November), which dealt with the life and
work of Ishikawa Shomy®d, a sculptor of Buddhist images living in
the vicinity of Ashi T6zan Memorial Museum. In conjunction with
this exhibition, we also hosted a talk by Ishikawa, and both these
events garnered the interest of many people. In a special winter
exhibition on sumo, “Not Out Yet! Images of Sumo Wrestlers”
(22 December — 21 March), we displayed sections of “Ashi Tozan
Nikki", held by Ashi Tozan Memorial Museum, which suggest that
sumo tournaments were held around Shibutami village.

Yoshida Masashi (emeritus professor of Tohoku University), the
director of Ashi Tozan Memorial Museum, gave a series of lectures
on “Records of Crimes Committed in Ichinoseki during the Edo
Period” (22 August, 10 October, 14 November, 13 February), and
these helped to extend the circle of fans of Ashi T6zan Memorial
Museum and history buffs.

In addition, Kataoka Rya, a member of the Ashi T6zan
Memorial Museum Steering Committee and also a professor at the
Graduate School, Faculty of Arts and Letters, Tohoku University,
gave a special lecture on “‘Scholarship’ and Society: From the
Perspective of Ashi Tozan, Confucianism, and True and Real
Learning of East Asia” (6 December), in which he spoke about
Ashi Tozan from the perspective of the history of thought in a way
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that was readily understandable to the general public, while also
interspersing his lecture with topics more suited to an academic
conference.

These lectures and so on were held while taking special measures
to prevent the spread of Covid-19 infections, such as moving the
venue from the main hall of Ashi T6zan Memorial Museum to a
hall in the Civic Centre in Daitocho, which can seat large numbers
of people.

External Educational Collaboration

Worthy of special mention in connection with raising awareness
of Ashi Tozan in the field of education was the fact that third-
year pupils at Dait6 Middle School worked on free translations
of Mukeiroku Yakuchi(An Annotated Translation of “Mukeiroku”)
as part of their comprehensive learning. At Daito Middle School,
students are divided into small groups for comprehensive learning,
and seven pupils calling themselves the “Ashi Tozan Club” spent
about half a year working on free translations of the opening
passages of each chapter of Mukeiroku Yakuchii(An Annotated
Translation of “Mukeiroku”) with the advice of curators from Ashi
To6zan Memorial Museum. Then, at the school’s cultural festival,
which was held on a smaller scale than usual in November, they
presented the results of their work. The proactive approach of these
pupils and their achievements will provide a fine example to follow
when Ashi Tozan Memorial Museum undertakes similar activities
in the future in the field of education.

Research Activities

Investigations during fiscal 2020 focused primarily on people
associated with Ashi T6zan. There is a branch of the Ashi family
in Shibutami, Daitochd, Ichinoseki, where the house where Ashi
Tozan was born is located, and we examined materials held by this
branch family and ascertained materials related to Ashi Tozan. We
also carried out investigations about his siblings and attempted to
identify the graves of his two sisters, who married into families in
nearby villages. But because the inscriptions on the gravestones
were badly abraded, their graves could not be identified. Haga
Yoshiaki, a village official in a neighbouring village who was also a
poet (and is known for the fact that the Edo-period traveller Sugae
Masumi stayed at his home), is said to have been a pupil of Ashi
Tozan, and we were able to confirm this on the basis of his epitaph.
We also discovered materials related to yamabushi whom Ashi
Tozan knew, and this provided leads for corroborating connections
between locals and Ashi Tozan.

As for materials pertaining to Ashi T6zan, special mention may
be made of the fact that twenty volumes of “Ashi Tozan Nikki" in
his own hand and twenty-three items in his posthumous writings
called Gan'ekisai iko (edited by Oka Senjin’s nephew Oka Aro)
were designated tangible cultural properties of Ichinoseki City. It is
hoped that, as a result of this, interest in Ashi Tozan will grow and
investigations and research will gain greater depth.



CEFESCEEFRE) Report on Memorial Hall of Kanbun Scholar

RIARWACSEE

RIARFE=Bhill— [BREB=H] RBEEFEAA+TN\BROEREH

Asaka Gonsai Memorial Hall

Asaka Gonsai and Mishima Chushu: An Examination of the Entry for
Ansei 7/9/18 in the Jugyoroku 3 (Contd.)
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On asking Ando Tomoshige of Asaka Gonsai Memorial Hall for
a report on their activities in fiscal 2020, we were informed that the
year 2020 marked the 160th anniversary of Asaka Gonsai’s death,
but because of the Covid-19 pandemic the Asaka History School
had suspended its activities since July. In addition, we were sent
the following invaluable essay by Sugiyama Iwao. While checking
the register of Asaka Gonsai’s pupils, Sugiyama had noticed that
Mishima Chishi’s name had been crossed out. This is, I believe,
a significant discovery for ascertaining connections between Asaka
Gonsai Memorial Hall and Nishogakusha University. (Machi
Senjuro)

With regard to contacts between Asaka Gonsai and Mishima
Chusha, it is known that Gonsai was a teacher at Shoheizaka
Academy when Chisha went there in 1858 and that Chasha wrote
the calligraphy for a signpost for Asaka Kunitsuko Shrine (erected
in 1914), where Gonsai was born. Meanwhile, an examination of
the entry for Man’en 1/9/18 (1860) in the Jugysroku 3 (Contd.),
the register of Gonsai’s pupils, reveals that while it records the
name “Mishima Teiichird,” this has been crossed out (Asaka
Gonsai Kenshokai, Asaka Gonsai monjincho [2007], p. 334). In
the following, I wish to consider this while looking back on the
circumstances of Chusht’s going to Edo to study.

In the sixth month of 1857, Chusha was chosen to become a
retainer of the Itakura family, lords of Bitchi Matsuyama Castle,
and in the tenth month of the same year he went to Edo, where in
the third month of the following year (Ansei 5/3/21) he enrolled
at a private school run by the main branch of the Hayashi family
(Shadski 8, held by Historiographical Institute; call no: Rinke
shiryo — Rinkebon-391). The head of the school at this time
was Hayashi Fukusai (Akira), the son of Hayashi Jussai (Taira),
who had been adopted into the Hayashi family and revived its
scholarship. In the same year, Chusha entered Shoheizaka Academy
as a pupil of the Hayashi family. Shoheizaka Academy was the
official academy of the Edo shogunate, and its Shoseiryd was open
not only to retainers of daimys families but also to any masterless
samurai or sons of townspeople and farmers with a desire to learn
so long as they were pupils of Confucians serving the shogunate.
Students not only listened to lectures given by Confucian scholars,
but also pursued their studies by and amongst themselves. The
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instructors when Chishi entered Shoheizaka Academy included,
in addition to Hayashi Fukusai and his son Hayashi Gakusai
(Noboru), Sato Issai (Taira), Kawada Tekisai, and Gonsai. Chasha
initially studied at the Shoseiryo until the third month of 1859
(Shoseiryo seimeibo, held by Tokyo Metropolitan Central Library,
Oka Senjin Collection, call no.: Toku 4740).

After having left the Shoseiry6 in the third month of 1859 and
returned home, Chusha was promoted to the position of head of
the Yashtkan, the domanial school of Bitchi Matsuyama domain.
During this time he also married, and in the seventh month of the
same year he met Kawai Akiyoshi (Tsuginosuke) from Nagaoka
in Echigo, who was visiting Chusht’s teacher Yamada Hokoku.
But the following year Chushu returned to Edo and reenrolled in
the Shoseiryo at Shoheizaka Academy. Among the scholars under
whom he had previously studied, Hayashi Jussai had died in 1859
(Ansei 6/9/17), as had Sat6 Issai (Ansei 6/9/24).

Let us now return to the entry in the Jugyoroku 3 (Contd.) for
Ansei 7/9/18, here under consideration. The entry reads as follows:

Sunshi Tanaka
Retainers of Honda Hoki—-no—kami
9th month, 18th day: Aoshima Kumataro
Azuma Tatsunosuke
Shoseiryo
Sotoyama Kakuta
[Mishima Teiichiro] & st bk ines:

Aoshima and Azuma were both retainers of Honda Masamori,
the lord of Tanaka Castle in Suruga province who was also known
for his scholarship, and as is indicated by the note “Shoseiryd,”
they became pupils of Gonsai in order to gain the qualification
of having been his pupils so that they could enter the Shoseiryo
at Shoheizaka Academy. This was because, as mentioned, the
sole qualification for enrolling in the Shoseiryd was that one had
to have been a pupil of a Confucian serving the shogunate. An
examination of the Shoseirys seimeibo shows that Aoshima and
Azuma both entered the Shoseiryo in 1860 as pupils of Gonsai.

Therefore, the reason that Chasha’s name appears in the same
entry could perhaps be that he wanted to obtain the credential
of having been a former pupil of Gonsai in order to reenrol in
Shoheizaka Academy. It is also conceivable that, taking into
account the fact that Hayashi Fukusai, under whom Chisha had
previously studied, had died, Gonsai may have extended a helping
hand to Chasha. But because Chishi was able to enrol in the
Shoseiryd once again as a pupil of the Hayashi family, his official
admission as a pupil of Gonsai was cancelled and his name was
crossed out in the register of Gonsai’s pupils.

On reenrolling in the Shoseiryo in 1860, Chisha was put “corrector
of prose and poetry” (Shoseirys seimeibo). As mentioned, students at
the Shoseiryd pursued their studies by studying together, and since
those put corrector of prose and poetry corrected drafts written by
other students, those who were especially learned were appointed
to this position, and along with the head of the Shoseiryo, it was
an important position among the students. Chasha studied for
a second time at the Shoseiryo until the following year, and in
the fourth month of 1861 he accompanied his teacher Yamada
Hokoku, who was returning home from Edo because of illness,
back to Bitcha Matsuyama domain, where he became principal
of the Yushukan, subsequently becoming Commissioner of
Temples and Shrines for the shogunate and then supporting
Itakura Katsukiyo, lord of Matsuyama Castle, who became a senior
councillor of the shogunate.
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In the above, I have considered relations between Gonsai and
Chusha by examining the entry for Ansei 7/9/18 in the Jugyoroku
3 (Contd.), a register of Gonsai’s pupils.

(R =1%)
Jugyoroku 3 (Contd.)
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Hakuen Shoin, a private school of Kanbun studies in Osaka,
was established in 1825 by Fujisawa Togai, who hailed from
Sanuki province in Shikoku, and it flourished as the largest private
school in Osaka in the Bakumatsu-Meiji period. Its academic
tradition was passed down through three generations to Togai’s son
Nangaku, Nangaku’s eldest son Kokoku, and Nangaku’s second
son Koha. The school itself was closed after World War IT in 1948,
but its books were later donated to Kansai University and are
housed in Kansai University Library as the Hakuen Collection.
In 1961, the Hakuen Memorial Society was established at Kansai
University and has been holding the Hakuen Memorial Lectures
once a year. The year 2020 marked the centennial of the death of
Fujisawa Nangaku (1842-1920), the second principal of Hakuen
Shoin and the Hakuen Memorial Society hosted the 60th Hakuen
Memorial Lectures in the form of a symposium called “Nangaku
Centennial” (23-24 October 2020, Kansai University). Since [
participated in this symposium, in the following I wish to report
on its contents. Because of the Covid-19 pandemic, the symposium
was simultaneously broadcast on-line.

Lecture Meeting (23 October)
Chairperson: Yabuta Yutaka (emeritus professor, Kansai
University; emeritus president, Hakuen Memorial Society)
Machi Senjurd (professor, Nishogakusha University)
“The Modern Period in East Asia as Seen from Mishima
Chuashia and Nisho Gakusha, a Private School of Kanbun
studies”
Azuma Juji (professor, Kansai University; president, Hakuen
Memorial Society)
“Hakuen Shoin and Fujisawa Nangaku”
Yokoyama Shun’ichiro (part-time lecturer, Kansai University;
part-time research fellow, Institute of Oriental and Occidental
Studies, Kansai University)
“People Who Studied at Hakuen Academy: Their Studies and
Achievements”
Inoue Koei (trustee, Mie Home District Society)
“Fujisawa Nangaku and Yaduchi Kinzan”
Memorial Event (23 October)
Yamadera Mikiko (part-time research fellow, Institute of
Oriental and Occidental Studies, Kansai University)
Zither performance
Alumni of Sinitic Poetry Recitation Club, Kansai University
Recitation of Sinitic Poetry
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Presentations (24 October)
Chairperson: Nikaido Yoshihiro (professor, Kansai University)
Ota Tsuyoshi (professor, Shikoku University)
“Friendships between Fujisawa Nangaku and People
Associated with Hakuen Shoin in Awa and Awaji”
Azuma Juji (professor, Kansai University)
“Fujisawa Nangaku and Miyatake Shosaku: Literati of
Takamatsu”
Masuda Chikako (professor, Kansai University)
“Fujisawa Takeo During and Immediately After the War:
From Advisor to the Magazine New Literature (Zenkoku
Shobo) to Editor of Literary Journal (Mishima Shobo)”
Hasebe Tsuyoshi (professor, Kansai University)
“Reading Fujisawa Nangaku’s Wato Inshushi”
Sugimura Kunihiko (emeritus professor, Kyoto University of
Education & Shikoku University)
“The Calligraphy and Calligraphic Studies of Mihara Kenden
and Hakuen Shoin”

The contents of the lectures were as follows.

Machi examined Mishima Chasha’s views on foreign affairs
in the Bakumatsu-Meiji era with reference to his view of Yamada
Hokoku’s assertions and his contacts with prominent Chinese and
Koreans, and he also reported on the activities of students of Nisho
Gakusha, with a focus on their connections with Asianism.

Azuma spoke briefly about the principals of Hakuen Shoin,
its location, and the number of students, and then he presented
materials conveying the academy’s distinctive features and its
popularity during the time of Nangaku and also explained how to
use Hakuen Shoin’s updated website.

I reported on the studies and achievements of eighteen people
who had come to light during investigations of former students
of Hakuen Shoin (5 businessmen, 4 politicians, 2 educators, 2
physicians, 2 Buddhist priests, 1 artist, 1 lawyer, and 1 social
worker).

Inoue reported on the friendship between Nangaku and the
Sinitic poet Yaduchi Kinzan (1849-1920), who entered the service
of the Meiji government, became an aide to It6 Hirobumi, and
later became a member of the House of Representatives, basing
himself on the results of investigations into historical sources held
by the Yaduchi family.

The contents of the papers presented were as follows.

Ota mentioned about twenty people associated with Hakuen
Shoin in Awa and Awaji with whom Nangaku was on friendly
terms and pointed out that there were many who had connections
with Hakuen Shoin because of a similar academic tradition in these
regions that attached importance to kobunjigaku (study of ancient
words and phrases).

Azuma, through an examination of calligraphic works donated
to the Hakuen Memorial Society, showed that Miyatake Shosaku
(pen name: Seikyt; 1832-98), a former physician of Takamatsu
domain, established relationships that overlapped with the personal
networks of Hakuen Shoin and Nangaku in Sanuki.

Masuda, taking into account the state of publishing during and
after World War II and the Osaka period of the magazine New
Literature, for which Fujisawa Takeo (Koha's son) served as advisor
together with Uno Koji, Takeda Rintard, and others, reported on
the early activities of the Literary Journal edited after the war by
Fujisawa Takeo.

Hasebe examined Fujisawa Nangaku’s Wazg inshushi, written in
the same rhymes as Tao Yuanmings “Twenty Poems on Drinking
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Wine,” and noting that writing poems in the same rhymes as
Tao Yuanming’s poems began with Su Shi, he focused on the
relationship between Tao Yuanming, Su Shi, and Nangaku.
Sugimura reported on Mihara Kenden (1915-96), whom
he visited at his home to receive instruction when studying at
Kyoto University. (Mihara was a calligrapher who studied at
Hakuen Shoin and subsequently taught at Shiga University and
distinguished himself in the study of the history of calligraphy.)

On both days many descendants of former students of Hakuen
Shoin and people related to them attended, and as well as feeling
an emotional uplift not experienced at previous Hakuen Memorial
Lectures, we were able to listen to some precious anecdotes. In
conjunction with the symposium, the calligraphy exhibition
“Fujisawa Nangaku’s Calligraphy and Art” (15 October — 21
November 2020) was held at Kansai University Library, and this
too was well attended.

RIZ& B8

Azuma Juji (president, Hakuen Memorial Society) addressing the audience

RAFE K F S E0BIC & 2 55051 5E

Recitation of Sinitic poetry by alumni of Sinitic Poetry Recitation Club, Kansai University
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Yamada Hokoku Museum, Takahashi

IUBESAEREER

Director, Yamada Hokoku Museum
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Yamada Atsushi
(great-great-grandson of Yamada Hokoku)

Yamada Hokoku Museum opened in February 2019 and will
soon celebrate its second anniversary. It was closed for about a
month from 10 April 2020 because of Covid-19, but since its
opening we have been engaging in various initiatives. In the
following, I wish to describe these activities.

1. Exhibitions

First, in 2020, from February to the end of March, we held
the special exhibition “First Public Exhibition of Newly Donated
Materials” to commemorate the museum’s first anniversary, and
at this exhibition there were publicly exhibited for the first time
two calligraphic works by Yamada Hokoku that had been passed
down in the Egawa family, a family of former village headmen in
Tsuyama, Okayama prefecture, and had been donated to Takahashi
City. Then, from June to the end of August, in conjunction with
the anniversary of Yamada Hokoku’s death on 26 June, we held
an exhibition on “Yamada Hokoku and His Teacher Marukawa
Shoin.” This was the first in a series of exhibitions of historical
sources passed down in the Yamada family that we intend to hold
in order to provide an opportunity for visitors to view original
historical sources instead of the replicas that are usually on display.

2. Lecture Meetings

Next, on 26 June 2019, a lecture meeting was held as the first
event to be held at the museum and as part of our activities to
raise public awareness of Yamada Hokoku in conjunction with the
anniversary of his death. Tamura Keisuke of the Takahashi City
Board of Education, who is also a consultant to the museum, gave
a talk on “Yamada Hokoku’s Life and Places Associated with Him,”
and about thirty people attended. Then, on 21 February 2020,
we held a lecture meeting titled “Talking About Hokoku: His
Personality” to commemorate the museum’s first anniversary, and
it took the form of a conversation between Kodama Toru, vice-
president of the Takahashi Hokoku Society, and Tamura Keisuke.
About thirty visitors pondered Hokoku’s personality.

3. Education Support

Primary and middle school pupils in Takahashi have been
visiting the museum as part of learning about their hometown, and
we have been helping to deepen their understanding of eminent
local figures by explaining to them about Yamada Hokoku. So that
visitors can enjoy learning about him, staff members have produced
some eraser stamps for hands-on learning with which visitors put
together sayings by Hokoku. The correct answers are to be found
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in the exhibits, and it is set up so that they get the answer by going
around the exhibits. We have also expanded the explanatory panels
in the exhibition hall’s anteroom. As a result of these activities,
twelve schools made use of our facilities in fiscal 2019 for learning
about their hometown, and so far ten schools have done so in
fiscal 2020. When they do so, we provide an opportunity for the
children to enjoy learning by making use of these eraser stamps and
panels.

4. Activities to Promote the Yamada Hokoku Museum

We have also undertaken various initiatives to raise the museum’s
name recognition. First, we have installed a stamp modelled on
Yamada Hokoku, and many people have used it together with
the eraser stamps as a souvenir. Next, from November to the end
of December 2019, a “Takahashi Castle Seal,” commemorating
the 150th anniversary of Takahashi, was given to the first 10,000
people to visit both Bitchi Matsuyama Castle and Yamada
Hokoku Museum. This seal commemorated the 150th anniversary
of the change of place-name to Takahashi, and it also included the
family crest of Yamada Hokoku, who led the bloodless surrender
of the castle in 1868 during the Boshin Civil War. As a result of
this initiative, many people from both Okayama prefecture and
elsewhere visited the museum, and in November 2019 we recorded
the highest number of visitors in any month since the museum
opened.

In other activities, in October 2019 we participated in the city
tour called “Find Sanjuro, the Feline Lord of the Castle!” and
in October 2020 we cooperated in the “Takahashi Tour: Collect
Sanjard Cards and Learn,” an event in which cards were distributed
at five facilities, including our museum.

As a result of these various activities, approximately 7,100 people
have visited the museum since it opened. This figure is made up of
about 6,200 adults and 900 children, and they have come from all
over Japan.

By engaging in the above activities since its opening, the
museum has come to be recognized both in Takahashi and beyond
as a place for learning about Yamada Hokoku. In the future, we
will continue to undertake various projects and activities and strive
not only to be recognized as a facility for honouring the memory of
Yamada Hokoku, but also to become a facility that can be widely
and easily used as a venue for instructing primary and middle
school pupils and as a first step in learning about the local region.
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Head of Research and Development, Kangien Education Research Centre
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The Kangien Education Research Centre opened in October
2010, and in order to celebrate its tenth anniversary in October
2020 we had planned to hold a commemorative lecture meeting
and classes for experiencing the Analects, as well as holding in Hita
the Conference on Memorial Halls of Kanbun Scholars, which had
until the previous year been held at Nishogakusha University. But
in order to prevent the spread of Covid-19, all these events were
cancelled.

Under such circumstances, annual events, too, had to be
downscaled or cancelled, but nonetheless we held a course of public
lectures, exhibitions, and initiatives to promote research. There
follows an overview of the main events held in 2020.

eExhibition on “Learning from Hirose Tans0: School
Initiatives”

In its “Promotion of School Management Applying the Ideals of
Kangien Education,” the city of Hita is promoting education using
Hirose Tanso and Kangien Academy as teaching materials, and we
held an exhibition to present the results of these efforts and show
them to the general public.

Date: February 18 (Tues.) — March 1 (Sun.), 2020

Venue: Patria Hita Gallery, Hita Civic Cultural Hall

Participating Schools: 11 among 18 primary schools and 5

among 12 middle schools

eKangien Education Research Centre Spring Exhibition
We held an “Exhibition of New Acquisitions” at which materials

donated or entrusted to the Centre during 2019 were exhibited.
Date: February 20 (Thurs.) — April 16 (Thurs.), 2020

eKangien Education Research Centre Public Lectures
“Private Academies and Educators of the Edo Period (2)”
A course of lectures was held on the same topic as last year with the
aim of deepening understanding of the development of domanial
territory and education based at private academies, private
academies and the educators who ran them, and new research on
Kangien Academy, representative of such private academies. Forty-
three people, mainly residents of Hita, applied to attend the course.
Lecture 1: October 22 (Thurs.), 2020
Title: “Education at Private Schools in Karatsu Domain and
Yoshitake Homei”
Lecturer: Kimura Masanobu (professor, Faculty of Arts and
Science, Kyushu University)
Lecture 2: November 5 (Thurs.), 2020
Title: “Ikeda Soan and Seikei Academy”
Lecturer: Yoneda Keisuke (representative, Society for Learning
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from Ikeda Soan)
Lecture 3: November 19 (Thurs.), 2020
Title: “Oshio Heihachird and Senshinds”
Lecturer: Yabuta Yutaka (director, Hyogo Prefectural Museum of
History)
Lecture 4: December 3 (Thurs.), 2020
Tidle: “Kan Chazan and Renjuku”
Lecturer: Shimizu Yoko (associate professor, Fukuyama
University)
* Held on-line
Lecture 5: December 17 (Thurs.), 2020
Title: “Hirose Tanso and Kangien”
Lecturer: Fukamachi Koichird (ex-director, Oita Prefectural
Museum of History)

* Kangien Education Research Centre Autumn Exhibition
“Private Academies and Educators of the Edo Period (2)”

This exhibition was held in conjunction with the course of public
lectures. It included explanatory panels about each of the private
academies and presented material about connections between Kan
Chazan and Hirose Tanso and collections of Kan Chazan’s poems
and works by Oshio Heihachir held by Kangien Academy.

Date: October 22 (Thurs.), 2020 — January 12 (Tues.), 2021

* Kangien Education Research Centre Initiative to Promote

Research

In order to further promote research on education and culture
in the early modern to modern period, including Hirose Tanso and
Kangien, we invited applications for an initiative to encourage the
activities of researchers throughout Japan and those based in the
local community and subsidize research funds.

Application period: April 1-30, 2020; decision on successful

applicants: late July

On this occasion, there were three applications for Research
Topic (1) (for academics) and two applications for Research Topic
(2)-1 (for ordinary citizens), and the following research projects
were chosen by the screening committee.

Research Topic (1)

Topic: “A Study of the Learning and Personal Networks of

Priests of the Shin Sect Who Studied at Kangien”

Applicant: Kawabe Yutai (lecturer, Nihon Bunka University)

Topic: “Perceptions of Warriors in Hirose Tanso’s Views on the

Art of Government”

Applicant: Takeishi Tomonori (Graduate School, University of

Tsukuba)

Research Topic (2)-1

Topic: “The History of Development and Flood Damage in

Hita, Bungo: Exploring the Role of Financial Agents Who

Supported the Development of Hita and the Understanding of

Flood Damage by Hita Literati”

Applicant: Hashimoto Masafumi (research fellow, Beppu

University)

The results of the above research projects will be presented at a
commemorative event to be held on “Kangien Day” (February 23)
and will be published in the following year’s issue of the Kangien
Education Research Centre Bulletin and on the official website of
Hita City.
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Yasui Sokken Memorial Museum in Miyazaki
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Director, Yasui Sokken Memorial Museum
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Kawaguchi Masahiro

In 2020 the world was hit by the unprecedented Covid-19
pandemic, and although in Miyazaki it was meant to be the year of
the 35th National Cultural Festival and the 20th National Art and
Cultural Festival for the Disabled, regrettably most of the program
was carried over to 2021 because of Covid-19.

However, with regard to Sinitic poetry, the National Festival
of Sinitic Poetry, held by the All-Japan Sinitic Poetry Federation,
whose president is Ishikawa Tadahisa (advisor to Incorporated
Educational Institution Nisho Gakusha and emeritus professor
of Nishogakusha University), and the Miyazaki Prefecture Sinitic
Poetry Federation, had invited submissions of Sinitic poems
from around the country, and “The Quintessence of Sinographic
Culture” was held as a precursory program of the National Cultural
Festival.

On October 24 (Sat.), 2020, the Albright Hall at Miyazaki
Citizens’ Plaza, which was the venue, was taken over from morning
all day long by the world of Sinitic poetry. First, the opening ceremony
began at 10.00 a.m., with greetings presented on behalf of the
government, and this was followed by an address by Ishikawa.

This became a day on which we were able to raise the profile of
Yasui Sokken, a great Kanbun scholar from Miyazaki prefecture
who was active from the Edo period to the early Meiji era, among
all the lovers of Sinitic poetry and others who had gathered from
around the country in the midst of the Covid-19 pandemic.

The highlight of Part 1 was the play “Yasui Sokken: A Great
Local Figure” and the singing of “The Song of Master Sokken”
by pupils of Kiyotake Elementary School, which has its origins in
the Meiky6do, a local school in Kiyotake district, Obi domain,
which Yasui Sokken opened together with his father in Kiyotake,
Miyazaki city, and where he taught as assistant professor. The
audience became absorbed by the children’s magnificent all-out
acting and singing, and the applause went on forever.

Part 2 in the afternoon began with the awards ceremony for the
Sinitic poetry competition that had been submitted, and this was
followed by a commemorative lecture, which was preceded by a talk
by Moroiwa Noritoshi, a member of the Society for Honouring
Yasui Sokken and a former photographer for a commercial
television station. His talk was titled “The Appeal of Sokken’s
Travel Writing and Sinitic Poems Seen through Photographs,” and
he spoke passionately about the appeal of Sokken, interspersing his
talk with beautiful photographs.

Then Ishikawa finally gave his commemorative lecture on
“Yasui Sokken’s Sinitic Poems.” Watched by an expectant audience,
Ishikawa took up about ten of Sokken’s poems and spoke about
the ideas with which the poems of his younger years brim and the
appeal of the succinct, easy-to-understand, and profound poems
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of his mature period and his prime. Incidentally, Natsume Soseki,
in an essay titled “Books That Have Benefited My Writing” in
Bungaku Sekai (1906) writes, “Even now I sometimes read Yasui
Sokken’s writings, and they are good, being neither frivolous nor
shallow.” The event closed with an address by a representative from
Ishikawa prefecture, where next year’s National Festival of Sinitic
Poetry will be held. Thus, this day provided a perfect opportunity
to focus on the Sinitic poems of Yasui Sokken and publicize them
to the country.

In addition, various lectures and other events were planned at
Yasui Sokken Memorial Museum for fiscal 2020, but changes had
to be made as the facility was temporarily closed to prevent the
spread of Covid-19. Nonetheless, observing a new way of living, we
have been proceeding with various events while changing the dates,
numbers of participants, and so on.

First, the Yasui Sokken Memorial Museum Lectures began on 4
July with a talk by myself on “Yasui Sokken in the Present Day.”
The lectures are continuing and deal with Hirabe Kyonan, Komura
Jutard, and so on.

Further, for the third year we held the “Miyazaki Sankeijuku,”
a series of six lectures given this year by Yamamoto Nobuhiro,
associate professor at Miyazaki University. The City History
Seminar, to be held six times, is also underway.

As for exhibitions, we held a mini exhibition on Sokken’s son-
in-law Kitaarima Taro, while in our winter exhibition on “Yasui
Sokken in His Kiyotake and Obi Period” we tried to present a true
picture of the young Sokken. In addition, in “Walking in Sokken’s
Home District” we plan to walk around places associated with
Sokken, and in the “Memorial Museum Bus Tour” we plan to
go along the Obi Highway, which still preserves the atmosphere
of times past. Recently the Memorial Museum has been bustling
with large numbers of elementary school pupils, who having been
visiting us as part of social studies field trips. We have also launched
a new website (https://yasuisokken.jp), which we urge you to visit.

We were looking forward to the 4th Conference on Memorial
Halls of Kanbun Scholars, which was to be held this year at
Kangien Academy in Hita in the neighbouring prefecture, and it
was most regrettable that, given the circumstances, it was cancelled.
We sincerely hope that it will still be held, and if the timing is right,
the Yasui Sokken Memorial Museum and Society for Honouring
Yasui Sokken would like to play a central role. Lastly, I pray for a
speedy resolution to the Covid-19 pandemic and the continuing
growth of Nishogakusha University and memorial halls of Kanbun
scholars throughout Japan.
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Children performing the play “Yasui Sokken: A Great Local Figure”
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* Photographs courtesy of Society for Honouring Yasui Sokken and Moroiwa Noritoshi
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A Review of Machi Senjurd’s “Introduction” to Kokubu Seigai and Sinitic
Poetry in the Meiji, Taishd, and Showa Eras

BRAZNEEFER IR

Associate Professor, Faculty of Foreign Studies, Tokoha University

—EE. KT (&), BRGNS GF) [TESHE

NI e R =3 [ﬂftﬁzliz%ﬁé*éfﬂ%%m
CREE © BESCHR, 20194F) 28 BRES iz, AFEEZE
LERETIE, EXREFEBE LT, HRZI LD L
TRE2RT I THEORRLZ LKL 275 0FHL X9
EWVIRATH S, AFHIZOTIN=TDKREBTH D,

KR LT [HE] 2330R—=T % 505, AT
& BB BRI L RDR T (1902-

1999) DA %A . WIIREAFREDFFRSL 2 5F L 72\
T LTRAZOWY MlAZ i Lz LT KT RO
NCERLEI.

Wy S A7 [ figp
Z Lo (pp.627-630)
KT OFHE (pp.630-643)
AT [EGHE L R RKIERA OB |
WT (pp.643-654)
BbHYIZ (pp.654-657)
ARKTFBONE» OO L &, 5FTLES THED
ﬁx%’) 7o TDL) RTEEIVEEEH» O,
W72 % FADSER T IS 8 0 BES Tl S0 %
;“) LEL. BOEHO—IC, AR [RATH
TEaiR] (R hoesestt, 19534E) A%
aW) BILDBGARF OREM 1T HAGER [RAEE
FoMb - FEWRE] (P LEBm UL ESE [HEW
FEEAEEE]D (G ERER, 19684E) 253 o7
REFKRTRECI AW THLLO0, FFICHEDOH
R ICET A A R Ve HARD KA RIE TR
ENTVBLEEONEDS, HPL0IEAKT AN
FOHEMRTHHIELHLVWTHE, TFH— 74

v —2% M@ (https://welovecayce.com/) IZX b &, =

B Kt

Wakamatsu Daisuke®

In the summer of the year before last, Kokubu Seigai and Sinitic
Poetry in the Meiji, Taishs, and Showa Eras by Kinoshita Kotora
and edited by Machi Senjuré was published as vol. 4 in the series
Collected Materials on Modern Japanese Kanbun Studies (Tokyo:
Kenbun Shuppan, 2019). The series in which this volume is
included aims to understand comparatively the modern history
of East Asian countries through kanbun and kanbun studies.
This book is a voluminous work of 671 pages and, as shown
below, the “Introduction” accounts for 30 pages. In the following, as
someone engaged in Taiwan studies, I wish to draw on the authority
of Kinoshita Kotora (1902-99) and to essay a review of Machi
Senjurd’s “Introduction.” Further, having described my own
approach, I shall also touch on Kinoshita’s appeal.

Machi Senjuro, “Introduction”
Preamble (pp. 627-630)
Kinoshita Kotora’s Career (pp. 630-643)
On Kinoshita Kotora, Kokubu Seigai and Sinitic Poetry in the
Meiji, Taisho, and Showa Eras (pp. 643—654)
Conclusion (pp. 654-657)

Viewed from the standpoint of Kinoshita Kotora, Taiwan
would now look different from how it used to look. I had such a
premonition about ten years ago, and this has continued until the
present day. One of the sources that I collected when I decided
to write my doctoral dissertation in the field of Taiwan studies
was Chiang Kai-shek’s On Nurture and Recreation: Being Texts
to Continue and Complete the Late Dr. Sun Yat-Sen’s Discourse
on the Principle of People’s Livelihood (Taipei: China Cultural
Service, 1953), and there was a Japanese translation of this book
(Taipei: Cheng Chung Book Co., 1968) in the library of National
Chengchi University in Taipei. The translator was Kinoshita
Kotora, but no information about him was provided. About all that
I found out in books held in university libraries in Japan was that
he was a specialist in Sinitic poetry. According to the Edgar Cayce
School (https://welovecayce.com/), he seems to have been a special
consultant to the Imperial Household Ministry and a professor at
Okayama University. But I learnt no further details.

The “Introduction” in Kokubu Seigai and Sinitic Poetry in the
Meiji, Taishs, and Showa Eras published in 2019 gives an account

1 E-mail: dwakamatsu@yahoo.co.jp.
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of Kinoshita Kotora’s life, liberally incorporating the results of not
only textual investigations but also fieldwork. After graduating from
Nihon Junior High School, a private school, Kinoshita worked
as a journalist for the Shengjing Times in Mukden, Manchuria,
also spent time in Kyoto and Tokyo, and was involved in editing
the selected Sinitic poems of the Taisho Emperor in his capacity
as a special consultant to the Imperial Household Ministry. After
World War II he became a professor at Okayama University, then
from 1967 to 1974 he taught at the College of Chinese Culture
in Taipei, and after his return to Japan he continued his writing
activities with great energy. Currently, Machi’s “Introduction” is the
most detailed and systematic account of Kinoshita Kotora’s career.

Once a full picture of Kinoshita’s life became clearer, details
of his visit to Taiwan began to weigh on my mind. Machi, too,
writes that we can only “wait for future investigations regarding
Kotora’s movements during his Taiwan period” (“Introduction,”
p. 641). Just as Covid-19 was starting to spread around the
world, T cancelled my work-related trips in February and March
2020, and in April classes were cancelled at my university. As a
research activity that T could carry out at home, I began collecting
information about Kinoshita during his Taiwan period, basing
myself on Machi’s “Introduction” and making use of the Internet.

For example, on the basis of materials (digital images) made
public by Taiwan’s Academia Historica, it came to light that
Kinoshita had also resided in Taipei in 1966, from 16 May to 23
November, and met Chiang Kai-shek the second times, although
no further details are known. I accordingly created on my own
website a page on “Kinoshita Kotora and contemporary Taiwanese
history” (https://sites.google.com/view/dwakamatsu/research/
kotora) and listed bibliographical details about articles and
newspaper stories related to Kinoshita that are preserved chiefly in
Taiwan. I thought that someone might take an interest if I showed
how my own research was progressing. In addition, I wrote “(Book
Review) Kinoshita Kotora and Taiwan: Kokubu Seigai and Sinitic
Poetry in the Meiji, Taisho, and Showa Eras” (Journal of Taiwan
Studies, n10.50 [Osaka: Association for Taiwan Studies, July 2020],
pp. 49-54).

Then in early November 2020 I received an email from Machi
Senjurd. I had been thinking of taking the liberty of sending him a
copy of my above book review, but had neglected to post it. And so
it came about that I would write an essay for this newsletter.

Kinoshita Kotora’s appeal lies in his unexpectedness. Even
though there may be nothing unexpected for Kinoshita himself,
there are many things about him that I today find unexpected and
surprising. Many readers of Kokubu Seigai and Sinitic Poetry in the
Meiji, 1aisho, and Showa Eras, including the editor Machi Senjuro,
probably feel the same. Kinoshita’s unexpectedness begins with his
schooling and career and manifests in his personal relationships,
places, and also his words and deeds.

Let me give an example of something related to contemporary
Taiwanese history that feels unexpected. For a month around the
start of 1961, he was invited by the Kuomintang government to
visit Taiwan in celebration of the 50th anniversary of the Republic
of China. During his stay, he met with key government officials and
related figures, as well as fraternizing with Taiwanese such as Huang
Te-shih, Tsai Pei-huo, and Tu Tsung-ming. For Kinoshita, this
invitation in 1961 represented a visit to China, for he considered
Taiwan to be the only legitimate government of all China. He had
been born in Yamaguchi prefecture, and while looking at the Office
of the President in Taipei, he thought of Kamiyama Mitsunoshin, a
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former Governor-General of Taiwan who was also from Yamaguchi
prefecture and to whom Kinoshita was deeply indebted. Kinoshita
also recorded his impressions in Sinitic poems. These poems cannot
be understood without knowledge of (1) the rules of Sinitic poetry,
(2) classical allusions, and (3) the modern and contemporary
history of Japan, Taiwan, and China.

Recently, a Taiwan-centred view of history has been taking root
in Taiwan. Following the 2011 Great East Japan Earthquake and
the spread of Covid-19, this Taiwan-centred understanding has
been spreading in Japan too. But Japan-Taiwan relations from after
World War II until the present day cannot be explained by means
of such an understanding alone. This is because, as is indicated
by the fact that relations between the two countries were formerly
referred to as Japan-ROC relations, the Republic of China still
exists today. There remains much that is unknown about relations
between the two countries, especially about cultural exchange and
mutual perceptions, from the 1960s to the first half of the 1970s
in particular. This was precisely the period when Kinoshita visited
Taiwan and lived there. Viewed from Kinoshita’s standpoint,
Taiwan would now look different from how it used to look.

In 2021, T plan to stay for two months in Taipei at the Center
for Chinese Studies, National Central Library, and undertake
investigations of Kinoshita’s staying in Taiwan. I just hope that the
spread of Covid-19 will have been brought under control.

FHHE— (A»55A8)

Kinoshita Kotora (the 3rd from the right), Chang Chi-yun (the 4th from the right), Uno Seiichi (the 5th from the right)
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On Participating in the Shoha Collection Study Group
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On 19 February 2020, we attended a meeting of the Shoha
Collection Study Group at Kamakura City Central Library. This
study group gathers to read the writings of Tanabe Shinnosuke
(pen name: Shoha; 1862-1944), a Sinitic poet and educator, and
meetings are held by locals on the second Wednesday of each
month. After our first visit, we had intended participating regularly,
but because of Covid-19 the group took a break the following
month and finally reconvened on 26 August.

Our participation in this study group was combined with
investigations of materials in the library’s Shoha Collection, and
we were able to ascertain their current state through interviews
with librarians and a visit to the stack room. The library’s Modern
Reference Room has special collections of other materials related to
Kamakura’s academics, apart from the Shoha Collection, and they
have been roughly sorted in the stack room.

The Shoha Collection was donated to the library in 1947, and
although librarians knew of its existence, they had not been able to
gain a full grasp of its extent. Currently, it has become mixed up
with other groups of materials, making it difficult to sort through
the collection.

The reason that the existence of the Shoha Collection first
attracted attention was the relocation of materials within the library
in 2019. During the course of this undertaking, it was discovered
that the Shoha Collection consisted of 6,000 items, and because
Tanabe had been the first principal of Kaisei Middle School No.
2 and Kamakura Girls’ School, calls arose for the need to shed
light on his career as an educator, and the Shoha Collection Study
Group was established in 2018.

But, as mentioned, the full extent of the Shoha Collection is still
not clear, requests cannot be made for materials in the collection,
and its actual contents cannot be ascertained. Currently, the
collection is being separated from other materials and titles are
being recorded by librarians and members of the study group.
(Takeda Yuki)
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I first participated in the Shoha Collection Study Group on 19
February 2020, and I listened to research reports by Hakamada
Jur’ichi and other group members, as well as introducing myself
and explaining my interest in Tanabe Shoha. Tanabe was born
in Karatsu domain, and after having studied under Takahashi
Korekiyo and others at the Taikoryd, the former domanial school
of Karatsu domain, he went to Tokyo, where he taught kanbun at
Kyoryua School and, after it was restructured and became Kaisei
Middle School, he became its principal. According to the Shonan
zasso by Kakimura Shigematsu, which we published some years
ago, it was Tanabe Shoha who recommended to Kakimura, who
had arrived in Tokyo from Karatsu, that he change schools from
Nisho Gakusha to Keika Middle School and then go on to study at
the Higher Normal School (special course for students funded by
the government), and the Shonan zasso contains poems exchanged
from time to time between Tanabe and Kakimura. For these
reasons I have had an interest in the significance of Tanabe Shoha
in educational circles in modern Japan.

In addition, Tanabe studied Sinitic poetry under Onuma
Chinzan and belonged to the Bansui Ginsha, a poetry group
whose members were instructed by Chinzan. (The group ran from
1878 to 1906, with monthly meetings being held at the Chodatei
and Koshintei in Ueno.) Its membership was centred on former
shogunate retainers such as Mukoyama Koson, Sugiura Baitan,
Miyamoto Ohoku, Tanabe Renshd, Yamaguchi Sensho, Yoda
Gakkai, and Yoshida Chikuri, and once these early members left,
Tanabe kept it going together with Okazaki Sotaro (Shunseki).
When I was a graduate student and working part-time at the
National Institute of Japanese Literature, I helped preparing
exhibits under the direction of Associate Professor Robert
Campbell (currently Director), and my first job involved materials
related to Sugiura Baitan. Okazaki Shunseki’s holdings of original
copies of the Bansui Ginsha shi, which brought together the results
of the monthly meetings of the Bansui Ginsha, are included in the
Hiranuma 2nd Collection (1885-1906) held by Mukyukai Library.
Ever since my graduate days, it had been a matter of interest to me
whether materials related to the Bansui Ginsha might be included
in the Shoha Collection.

Last year, I was informed that some manuscripts of poems had
been discovered in the Shoha Collection, and when I was shown
them, they turned out to be about a dozen manuscripts with title
slips reading “Volume of Bansui ginsha shi” (labelled 921-301). Sure
enough, they corresponded to the first half of the original copies of
the Bansui ginsha shi. Unfortunately, since then I have been unable
to attend meetings of the Shoha Collection Study Group, and I
have had no opportunity to examine the manuscripts of the Bansui
ginsha shi in detail.

Further, at the end of the meeting that I attended, T was asked
to report to the study group on Tanabe’s correspondence with
Tokutomi Soho, held by the Tokutomi Soho Museum in Ninomiya,
and, promising to present a report at the next meeting on 11
March, T immediately set about preparing materials. But I have still
had no opportunity to present my report. (Machi Senjurd)
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