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Poems Exchanged between Yamane Ryuan and Ding Zuyin: With a Focus on

Perceptions of Other Countries to Be Seen in Their Poems

Fukuda Tadayuki

This article examines the Chinese poems by the Meiji-era Japanese poet Yamane Rytan LRV F&E
(1861-1911) after he went to Qing China, especially the poems that he exchanged with the Chinese
intellectual Ding Zuyin J #H¥& (1871-1930) of Jiangnan 7L . After his arrival in China, Rytan
associated with many writers and calligraphers on account of his outstanding knowledge of
Chinese prose and poetry, and whereas in Japan he had been virtually unknown in Chinese
poetry circles, he won high acclaim from Chinese scholar-officials.

Rytian was on friendly terms with Shiraiwa Rythei FIaHEF (1870-1942), a businessman who
had established a steamship company in China, and in June 1898 he founded the Yadong shibao
i W ¥ (East Asia Times) in Shanghai with Shiraiwa’s assistance, and as its editor-in-chief he
had some influence on contemporary public opinion in China. His views as expressed in the
Yadong shibao were consistently underpinned by full support for China’s political reform and self-
reliance, and this can also be seen in the many Chinese poems that he wrote. The poems that he
exchanged with Ding Zuyin are gathered together in the “Gusan shoshi sht” B ILFE#HI4E included
in vol. 2 of the posthumous collection of his writings entitled Ryian ikd &Ry . These poems
were exchanged immediately after the One Hundred Days’ Reform in September 1898, and along
with their friendship they also reflect their perceptions of issues of the day, such as the One
Hundred Days’ Reform and the international situation regarding China.

In this article, I analyze the meaning of these poems and examine the friendship between
Rytian and Ding, and I point out that his ideas about the rise of Asia, based on his support for
China’s political reforms, can be inferred also from the poems that he exchanged with Ding. In
addition, on the basis of the content of the forewords contributed by Ding Zuyin and Zhou
Andeng J&7% to the Ryian iko 1 also consider the manner in which late-Qing intellectuals rated
Rytan as a writer of Chinese poems.

Keywords: Yamane Rytan, Ding Zuyin, Ryian ko, “Gusan shosha shi,” rise of Asia
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