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The Reception of Xue Tao’s Poems in Japan

Yokota Mutsumi

The Tang period was a time when classical poetry experienced unprecedented growth in China.
Xue Tao BEi# was a female poet who flourished in the mid-Tang (second half of 8th cent. to early
9th cent) and is known, together with Yu Xuanji faZ#% , as one of the two greatest female poets
of the Tang. Recognized for her poetic talent, she was summoned by the military governor of
Jiannan-Xichuan &I P4/l circuit in Shu %, where she recited poems while serving as a hostess
at banquets. During this time she exchanged poems with many well-known poets such as Yuan
Zhen JCMR , Bo Juyi F1J&% , and Liu Yuxi 21545 .

There is a Japanese Painting of Xue Tao which is accompanied by an 80-character inscription.
It was produced by Oda Kaisen /A% | a painter of the so-called Southern school of literati
painting (zanga W ) who flourished in the second half of the Edo period. On which books did he
base himself when composing this inscription? And how did knowledge of Xue Tao’s life and
poems spread to Japan? The aim of this article is to provide answers to these questions.

Towards this end, I first clarify what sorts of collections of Xue Tao’s poems and general
anthologies including some of her poems have been compiled until now. On the basis of catalogues
such as the Hakusai shomoku 182 H , I then explore the question of when these anthologies
were brought to Japan. As a result, it was ascertained that Xue Tao’'s poems were introduced to
Japan during the mid to late Edo period, not in collections of her poems but in various general
anthologies. It is to be surmised that the inscription on Painting of Xue Tao was written on the
basis of one of these general anthologies.

It is evident that in the second half of the Edo period female poets of Japan, who had begun to
make rapid advances at the time, were consulting the poems of Xue Tao and other Chinese
female poets when composing their own poems. This can also be inferred from the poems and
book collection of the female poet Ema Saiko 7LHHlI# . There is, moreover, evidence that Xue
Tao's poems were printed in Japan.

From the Meiji era onwards, Xue Tao's poems were not simply read in the pseudo-classical
yomikudashi Ft F L style, but also began to be translated into Japanese. A pioneer in this was
Sato Haruo fE#EZH I, who produced translated poems of rhythmic beauty in traditional seven-
and-five-syllable metre using an elegant, purely Japanese vocabulary.

I suggest that factors in this reception of Xue Tao's poetry from the middle of the Edo period
onwards were a rising demand for poems by Chinese female poets as a result of advances being
made by Japanese female poets and a contemporary penchant for her poetic style, which was
feminine, delicate, and enchanting.
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