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1. Introduction

After the five-year period of subsidization by the Ministry
of Education, Culture, Sports, Technology and Science for
Nishogakusha University’s 21st Century COE Program
“Establishment of World Organization for Kanbun Studies,”
adopred in 2004, came to an end, Nishégakusha University
ran its own Kanbun Instruction and Research Program as
a centre for global research. After three years, in 2012 this
program, which had been directly answerable to the universicy
president, became part of Nishégakusha University’s Institute
for Asian Studies and made yet another fresh start, with its
name too being changed to “Kanbun Instruction and Research
Advancement Office.”

In conjunction with this restructuring, not only the
regulations of the Institute for Asian Studies, bur also those
relating to the COE were revised. Under the COE Program
and Kanbun Instruction and Research Program, a Steering
Committee for considering the acrual implementation of the
programs formed a core group, with meetings being held for all
program members to consider research policy, and ultimarely
the programs’ various activities were implemented after having
been deliberated on by a Program Committee consisting of
department heads, etc., and chaired by the universiry president.

Under the new Kanbun Instruction and Research
Advancement Office (hereafter: Advancement Office),
the Steering Committee and program members’ meetings
will continue to operate by and large as they have up until
now. However, the former Program Committee composed
of department heads will be replaced by the Operational
Committee of the Institute for Asian Studies, chaired by the
Institute’s director. Consequently, henceforth members of
the Operational Committee will discuss topics pertaining to
kanbun in addition to their other agenda items. The outline of
the Advancement Office’s plans for 2012 presented below was
approved by the Program Committee last year and has also
been discussed this year by the Operational Commitree.

In addition, regulations pertaining to research fellows and

assistants who have been brought over from the COE have also
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been revised, and they will leave the COE’s organization and
become staff members of the Institute for Asian Studies. Their
duries will narurally also change, and it will be necessary to
find a suitable balance between staff engaged mainly in work
relating to kanbun and those engaged mainly in the work of the
Institute for Asian Studies.

2. Organization of Instruction and Research
First I shall describe the organization of research.

(1) The following eleven people have been appointed research
members. Those whose names are in bold face will serve on the

Steering Committee.

* Leader: Sato Susumu

e Literature and Arts Section: Iso Mizue, Soutome Tadashi,
Makisumi Etsuko, Inada Atsunobu

* History and Thought Section: Sato Kazuki, Tanaka
Masaki, Koyama Satoko, Nakagawa Katsura

* Bibliography Section: Takayama Setsuya

* Science History Section: Machi Senjuro

(2) The following three people have been appointed
collaborating rescarchers. They have been selected from outside
full-time staff members of Nishogakusha University.

» Overseas Courses Section: Yamabe Susumu, Tanaka Yukie

* Data Processing: Kamichi Kaichi

(3) The following nine people have been appointed overseas
coordinators. Overseas coordinators play an extremely
important role in managing overseas centres. Their
actual duties will include the following: (1) participating
in international symposiums on kanbun instruction at
Nishogakusha University; (2) writing about the results of their
kanbun studies in Nihon Kanbungaku Kenkyiz; (3) writing about
the state of kanbun studies and the state of training of young
researchers in Sashé Tsajing (4) acting as leaders of kanbun
instruction in their respective countries and as contacts when
instructors from Nishdgakusha University are sent to give
lectures; (5) providing support for graduate students when
they come to study at Nishogakusha University; and (6) acting
as representative recipients for publications of the Kanbun

Instruction and Research Advancement Office.

« Willy Vande Walle (Belgium, Catholic University of
Leuven)

* Aldo Tollini (Italy, Ca’ Foscari University)

» Judit Arokay (Germany, University of Heidelberg)
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* Szabé Baldzs (Hungary, E6tvés Lordnd University)

* Agnieszka Umeda (Poland, University of Warsaw)

* Wang Baoping (China, Zhejiang Gongshang University)

* Shyu Shingching (Taiwan, National Taiwan University)

* Sirimonporn Suriyawongpaisal (Thailand, Chulalongkorn
University)

* Nguyen Thi Oanh (Vietnam, Institute of Han-Nom

Studies)

(4) Research fellows and assistants are no longer directly
affiliated to the Advancement Office and are artached to the
Institute for Asian Studies.

It is envisaged that there will be two research fellows. This
system, taking over the character of research fellows under
the COE program, will support postgraduate students writing
a doctoral thesis due to be completed in one or two years.
Taking into account achievements under the COE Program,
priority will be given to a graduate student from Nishégakusha
University for one of the two positions, and it is hoped to give
priority to an overseas graduate student for the other position.

As a rule there will be three assistants. However, the
assistants from the Kanbun Instruction and Research Program
will be retained for the current year only with a view to
bringing to completion the Kanbun Database that was started
under the COE Program, and there will be six assistants in all.
The previous year’s assistants at the Institute for Asian Studies
have requested one year’s extension, which was recognized
under the old regulations, and it is planned to appoint them
after gaining the approval of the Operational Commitree.

It is planned to have a number of visiting researchers, and
they will be appointed in accordance with the newly revised

regulations for visiting researchers.

3. Public Lecture Courses, etc.

In the interim assessment of the COE Program thar was
carried out by the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sporrs,
Technology and Science at the end of two years we were
strongly advised to educate society about why kanbun is
necessary at the present time. Various methods for doing so are
conceivable, but in view of the university’s convenient location
in Kudan, we have been carrying out educational activities
through the method of actively holding public lecture courses.
In the current year it is planned to hold the following courses,

although the lecturers for some of them remain undecided.

(1) Special courses
* Ishikawa Tadahisa (advisor), Makisumi Etsuko
(2) Graduate courses

* Takayama Setsuko, Machi Senjuro, Iso Mizue
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(3) Intensive course: undecided

(4) Special lecture meeting: undecided

4. Overseas Courses

The COE Program was initially started with the aim of
operating an international cencre for instruction and research.
Insofar that the activities of the Advancement Office carry
over from those of the COE Program, it is only natural that the
university will be expected to become a cornerstone of kanbun
instruction around the world and expand the training of young
researchers globally. By promoting the significance of research
making active use of kanbun materials in overseas graduate
courses in Japanese studies and providing the necessary
introductory and intermediate courses in reading kanbun, the
Advancement Office hopes to add further substance to its
educational activities. It goes withour saying that the overseas
courses will be conducted through close collaboration with

overseas coordinators appointed in the universities in question.

(1) Dispatch of instructors: Italy, Vietnam, Thailand,
Poland, and China
Instrucrors will be sent to graduate schools with
departments of Japanese language and literature, and as
well as explaining the significance of research from a new
perspective based on the utilization of kanbun materials,
they will, if necessary, conduct lectures about reading

kanbun.

(2) Internet-based courses: Italy, Germany, and Hungary
These are courses in reading kanbun that are conducted
in real time via the Internet. There are various kinds
of Internet-based courses at other universities too, but
courses directed overseas are fairly rare. These are a
distinctive feature of the Advancement Office and also of
Nishagakusha University.

(3) Support for kanbun courses in the regular curriculum at
universities where overseas courses are conducted.
Through (1) and (2) support will be given for including
kanbun courses in the regular curriculum. More
specifically, in addition to lectures we will support the
universities in setting examinations and assessing the
results. Through these activities there will be instances in
which we will be asked to act as vice-examiners for MLA.

theses.

(4) Workshops for overseas coordinators
Overseas coordinators are Japanologists in their respective
countries who incorparate kanbun materials in cheir
research activities. But although they may be able to

read kanbun, the truth of the matter is that they are
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troubled by a lack of know-how about how to teach
kanbun. Accordingly, we will hold workshops for overseas
coordinators at universities where overseas courses are
conducted and develop methods for teaching how to read

kanbun materials.

(5) Short-term courses for overseas students in Japan
It is planned to instruct overseas students majoring in
Japanese studies who are already in Japan in techniques
for reading kanbun. We have no track record in this
area, but wish to mention it as a furure task for the

Advancement Office.

5. Collection of Material and Preparation of Data for
Publication

When the COE Program was inaugurated, there was no
basic data on what sort of kanbun marerials existed in Japan.
There was thus an urgent need to collect data on kanbun
materials held by universities and libraries around Japan.
Basically, we have gathered daca from library catalogues,
created a database after having adapted this data to our own
format, and made the results public in one form or another.
The Advancement Office will continue this process, and
once the basic work has been provisionally completed, we will

continue to gradually add material.

(1) Collection of kanbun materials
The collection of basic data has been completed. There
remains the task of obraining additional material from

other universities and libraries.

(2) Input, accumulation, and publication of data
More than 44,000 items have been made public, and
since the database was launched it has been accessed
more than 32,000 times.

(3) Compilation of an “Explanatory Guide to Kanbun
Works”
We have already compiled and published a bibliographical
catalogue of the kanbun works collected under the COE
Program, and in the future a guide ro their content will
become necessary. The significance of such a publication

would be enormous.

6. Publications

The following publications were launched under the COE
Program. As regards the reports of research results, there is a
move to make them commercially available in the hope thar

they will be used as widely as possible.
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(1) Nihon Kanbungatku Kenkyit (annual)
(2) Sasha Tsazjin (biannual)

(3) Reports of research results (as required)

7. Consideration of Possibilities for Introducing Outside
Funds

As a result of reduced budgers and the worsening economy
in recent years, it has become difficult to obrtain research
funds from either public or private sources. Nonetheless, we
shall continue to gather information and consider possibilities
about providers to whom we could apply for funds for overseas
dissemination focusing on kanbun.

8. Yamada Hokoku Study Group

Yamada Hékoku (1805-77) was, as everybody knows, the
teacher of Mishima Chishii, the founder of Nishogakusha.
He is known as a Confucian who served Matsuyama domain
in Bitchii (present-day Takahashi city, Okayama prefecture)
and successfully reformed the domain’s administration and
finances. There are several groups devoted to the study of
Hokoku in his former hometown of Takahashi and the
surrounding area in Okayama prefecture, and rescarch activities
and acrivities aimed at publicly honouring his achievements are
thriving, but it seems that reading his all-important writings
is beyond these groups. Following a request made to people
associated with Nishogakusha University to explicate Hokoku's
writings, it is planned to hold monthly study meetings and
ultimately prepare and publish an annotated translation of
his writings as one of the Advancement Office’s projects. For
further details, reference should be made to the report by
Professor Makisumi Etsuko (chairperson of the study group) in
Sasho Tiajin 15.

9. Kiyohara Nobutaka Study Group

The Kiyohara Noburaka Study Group carries over the
activities of the monthly reading group for the Daxue tingchen,
which was run by the Early Modern and Modern Kanbun
Section of the COE Program. Kiyohara Nobutaka (1475-1550)
was a scholar who continued the Kiyohara family’s scholarship
on the interpretation of Chinese classics, and as well as
bringing together past scholarship in his capacity as head of the
leading family of specialists in Chinese classics, he assimilated
the Neo-Confucianism of the Song, Yuan, and Ming and
built the foundations for its development in the Edo period.
His scholarship ranged widely over Japanese and Chinese
works, with a great deal of material having survived, and in
particular the materials known as shamono have been repeatedly
transcribed down through the ages. In order ta grapple with
Nobutaka’s scholarship not only must ene carefully read these

transcripts, but it is also essential to carefully investigate various
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manuscripts in the form of lecture notes, verbatim reports, and
so on and to prepare basic materials for research, and this in
itself is a task that entails considerable difficulties. This study
group will publish its findings in the form of a series to be
published by Kyiiko Shoin, and the Daxue tingchen has already
been published. This year, following on from last year, the
group will continue working on the Zhongyong tingchen.

10. Participation in Overseas Workshops and Seminars

In recent years it has become popular to hold international
seminars on kanbun instruction, Sino‘_]apancsc medicine, etc.,
and we receive many requests for researchers affiliated to the
Advancement Office to attend such gatherings. In such cases,
it is our intention to respond positively to such requests and
send people to represent the university and present the results
of their day-to-day research.

In addition, we have up until now engaged in exchange
through research activities with Kansai University, which was
selected as a Global COE after our COE Program came to an
end, and it has been decided to engage in academic exchange
on the subject of “Private Schools of Chinese Learning in
the Modern Era,” starting from this year. The Advancement
Office views this as an opportunity to examine the raison
d’érre of Nishdgakusha, a representative modern privarte school
of Chinese learning, from a national perspective and further
promore it, and we intend to actively engage in these exchange

activities.
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On 11-12 May 2012 I attended the 4th annual conference
of the Society for Cultural Interaction in East Asia, held at
Korea University in Seoul, South Korea. The Society for
Cultural Interaction in East Asia was established in 2009 as
part of Kansai University’s Global COE Program, “Formation
of Education and Research Departments for East Asian
Cultural Interaction Studies” (2007-11), with its office at
Kansai University, and a conference is held annually, each
time at a different university. The 1st conference was held
on 27 June 2009 at Kansai University, the 2nd conference
on 7-8 May 2010 at National Taiwan University, and the
3rd conference on 7—-8 May 2011 at Central China Normal
University in Wuhan, and each conference was attended by
large numbers of participants from Japan, China, Taiwan,
Korea, North America, and elsewhere. I have been attending
since the st conference and presented papers at the Ist
conference (“Holding Kanbun Courses and Workshops at
Overseas Research Institutions for Japanese Studies”) and
the 2nd conference (“Interest in the North during the Kansei
Era”). I did not attend the 3rd conference, commemorating the
100th anniversary of the 1911 Revolution, but Kawabe Yatai
attended from Nishogakusha University.

The 4th conference was held under the direction of
conference chairman Ch'oe IKGwan, director of the Center for
Japanese Studies at Korea University, and in response to the
Great East Japan Earthquake on 11 March 2011 it took up the
topic of “Disasters and East Asia.” Korea University is a private
university originally founded as a law college under Japanese
rule in 1905, and it has a substantial campus located in the
superb surroundings of Anam-dong in Songbul-gu.

The conference began in the Centennial Memorial
Samsung Hall, and on the morning of the first day (11th,
Friday) addresses by the chairman, university president, and
representatives of the Japan Foundation and the Northeast
Asia History Foundation were followed by three keynote
lectures by Shimazono Susumu (University of Tokyo) on
“Japanese Buddhism and Public Space: From the Aum
Shinrikyd Incident,” Li Wenhai (Renmin University of China)
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on “Nartural Disasters and China’s Historical Growth,” and
Takenaka Heizo (Keid University) on “Great Disasters and
Japan’s Economic Society.” Each of these lectures suited the
conference theme, and Takenaka’s paper in particular made
a profound impression on everyone present. In the afternoon
there were panel presentations on the subject of “Disasters
and East Asia,” with a plenary session held in between. After
the conclusion of the panel presentations we moved through
the campus to the Research Institute of Korean Studies for a
reception. Held in the grounds in front of the institute, which
is built in traditional architectural style, the reception was most
memorable.

On the second day (12¢h, Saturday), the venue moved to
the International Studies Hall, and panel presentations and
individual papers were given in seven separate sections (A-G).
Many of the presentations were in Korean or Japanese, but there
were also some in Chinese and English. I presented a paper on
“Manase D6z6's Prediction of Disasters and Study of Omens”
in the first session at venue G (9.00-10.40, chaired by Yuasa
Kunihiro [Osaka University]). In the same session, a paper by
Takeda Kenji (Shimane University) on “Nakai Tsugumaro’s
View of Confucianism,” dealing with Tsugumaro’s revival
of the Kaitokudd Academy and his conversion to the Greek
Orthodox Church, drew my attention. At the same venue 1
listened to other papers by Kimura Masato (Shibusawa Eiichi
Memorial Foundation) on “Dollar Diplomacy in East Asia:
Robert Dollar’s Maritime Activities and Trilateral Relations
between Japan, China, and the United States,” by Li Liang
(Hirosaki University) on “New Systems of Knowledge in
Early Modern Asia,” by Katsurajima Nobuhiro (Ritsumeikan
University) on “The Ming-Qing Transition and the History of
Thought in East Asia,” by Indé Kazuhiro (Kansai University)
on “Sin Ch’acho’s Historiography and Japan,” and by Kawabe
Yurai (Nishogakusha University) on “Higashi Honganji’s
Overseas Missions in the Meiji Era: The Examples of Ryukyu,
China, and Korea.” Katsurajima, who has in recent years been
pursuing research on the history of Korean thought with great
vigour, gave a candid account of the reasons for his interest in
this subject, which was extremely interesting,

Also outstanding was the panel on “War and Peace in
East Asia” at venue B, chaired by Ch'oe Kwan. Papers were
presented by Sacki Shin’ichi (Aoyama Gakuin University)
on “The Mongol Invasions of Japan and the Japanese,” Saya
Makito (Keisen University) on “The Sino-Japanese War and
East Asia’s Modern Age,” Goyama Rintard (Osaka University)
on “Thinking about “War and Peace’ on the Basis of Poems
about Japan House (Waegwan): A Study of Yi Hakkyu'’s
Choryang waegwan sa,” and Kim Sidok (Korea University) on
“Early Modern Japan’s Strategy towards Russia, and Japan’s
Invasions of Korea in 1592 and 1598 and Korean Embassies as
Prehistory and Contemporary History.” The overall theme of
this conference can be broadly divided into natural disasters

and disasters due to war. In the case of the former, questions
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such as the modernization of cities as a result of disasters—for
example, the Great Kantd Earthquake—were frequently taken
up, but this panel on “War and Peace in East Asia” focused on
the latter. Personally I had a greater interest in the laccer.

On the following day (13th, Sunday) arrangements had
been made for sightseeing in Seoul. After visiting the former
royal palace and the national museum, we boarded a launch on
the Han River and viewed the city along both banks. Since this
was my first visit to Korea, everything was novel. At the royal
palace I came in contact for the first time with its distinctive
architectural style, and at the vast national museum I took a
look at some of the exhibits, which also covered Palhae.

On the morning of my return on the 14th (Monday) 1
visited Kim Sid6k and Kanazu Hidemi at the Center for
Japanese Studies together with Kawabe. Kim specializes in
the carly modern and modern periods, and his speciality is the
history of war. He shares with me an interest in issues relating
to North Asia, and I admired the way in which he was using
every spare moment to study Manchu. Kanazu, who had
worked in the conference office, specializes in the history of
Japanese thought and also has a strong interest in the history
of medicine during the modern period, and I learnt a great
deal from him. On leaving the Center for Japanese Studies,
we visited Ch'oe Yongch'dl, director of the Research Institute
of Korean Studies. We were shown the library, which was a
valuable experience.

I was also fortunate to run into Yi Hyongsik of Gachon
University, who specializes in the bureaucracy of the former
Government-General of Korea. He mentioned that he had an
interest in Okido Muneshige and Kokubu Sangai, who both
studied at Nishdgakusha soon after its establishment and then
served as officials with the Government-General of Korea.

All in all, it was a most stimulating conference.
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Day One. Owing to a spring storm that was raging at the
time, my flight from Narita to Hangzhou on 4 April 2012
was delayed for two hours. Because it coincided with the last
day of the extended Qingming festival holiday in China, I had
difficulty contacting the student who was supposed to meet
me at the airport, but fortunately I managed to make contact
with Mr. Zhou, the local liaison person, so that Ms. Wang
Xue, the graduate student meeting me, was not kept waiting
for oo long. I arrived at Zhejiang Gongshang University’s
guesthouse in the Qiantang River Living Area where 1 was to
stay at 4.27 p.m. and immediately went to have dinner at the
student dining hall, which was closing early because it was a
holiday. It was my first experience of eating in a student dining
hall. After the meal I went to a shop in the Living Area to buy
some drinking water. Looking around, I saw that it seemed to
be the norm for students to carry drinking water with them,
and they all had water bottles. The graduate students went
home, promising to come the next morning at 8.00 a.m. to
fetch me. My accommodation, consisting of two rooms, was
comfortable, but towels were changed only every other day,
and there were only two teabags with no replenishment during
my stay. Of course, this may have been because I did not ask
for any owing to my lack of competence in Chinese.

Day Tiwo. This was the day of my lecture at the Global
Forum. At 8.00 a.m. I went with Ms. Wang to have breakfast.
Afterwards we headed for the School of Japanese Language
and Culture, where I prepared for my lecture. I had trouble
because the DVD [ had brought with me would not work on
the computers. It was my fault for not having thought that
there might not be any specialized equipment, and I ought to
have made prior inquiries. But the problem was solved with the
help of a student from the Department of Computer Studies
just before the start of the lecture.

At the request of my Chinese hosts, I endeavoured ro make
the content of my lecture as easy to understand as possible. It
was titled “Ritual Music in The Tale of Genji: Hikaru Genii
Dancing and Singing during the ‘Celebration Beneath the
Autumn Leaves’.” In content it focused on the fact that the

vocal parts of the court music that was brought to Japan from
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China and other parts of East Asia would have originally
been in foreign languages such as Chinese, and I explained
the dance “Blue Sea Waves” that Hikaru Genji performs in
the chapter “Celebration Beneath the Autumn Leaves” in The
Tale of Genji. 1 was received by more than thirty graduate and
undergraduate students, and [ first showed them “Blue Sea
Waves” on the DVD. They said it was the first time for them to
see traditional Japanese court music accompanied by dancing, 1
then moved on to my lecture, to which they listened actentively,
and I got a strong sense of their eagerness to understand what I
was saying. When I asked two or three students afterwards for
their impressions, they said that the lecture had been difficult,
but that they had been able to understand it by and large with
the help of the handouts, and it had been extremely interesting.
There was then a question-and-answer session chaired by
Professor Wang Baoping. It was only senior students who
asked questions, but I gained the sense that they were studying
quite hard. After the lecture I had an enjoyable lunch, with Ms.
Wu, who had acted as interpreter for presenters at last year’s
international conference, also attending,

In the afternoon we headed for the city, where we toured
the old streets and saw how people were living as I coached the
graduate students in Japanese conversation. Today's students
seem to be the same everywhere, and unacquainted with any of
the anecdotes about the old preserved areas and bronze statues,
they explained for me the precinct’s symbols, the folkrale
about the charcoal-burner, ethnic musical instruments, and
so on with the help of electronic dictionaries. For the evening
meal Professor Wang of the School of Japanese Language and
Culture, other staff members, native Japanese instructors,
and graduate students who had acted as my assistants held
a welcome party for me. From comments made on this
occasion I learnt that the Japanese staff members provided
strong support for students when they went job hunting, and
[ realized the reason for the existence of the School of Japanese
Language and Culture in a university focusing on business and
technology.

Day Three. The graduate students had a class from 8.00 a.m.,
and having waited for this to end, we set out for Taizi Bay Park
and West Lake. We visited the study in the Ma Yifu Memorial
Hall, commemorating Ma Yifu, who had associations with
Zhejiang Gongshang University, and 1 took photos of part of
his collection of books.

Day Four. In the morning I was seen off by Professor Wang
and his wife, the latter of whom showed me along the banks of
the Qiantang River. Enveloped in the morning haze, the river
gave the impression of being vast like the sea.

During my four-day stay, two of Professor Wang's graduate
students assisted me in my activities, both official and private.
Since I do not speak Chinese, these two students were a
veritable lifeline for me, and | am extremely grateful to them.
On top of that, through their conversation I gained a good
understanding of the circumstances of Chinese students,
and this will be helpful in future exchanges. I wish to end by
expressing my deep thanks to Professor Wang and these two

students.
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As part of the operations of the Kanbun Instruction and
Research Program at Nishogakusha University, I visited Venice
in ltaly on 12-16 March 2012 to give a lecture at Ca’ Foscari
University of Venice on the main island of Venice. The lecture,
entitled “Magic during the Heian Period as Seen from Japanese
Kanbun Sources,” was given on 14 March.

The image of the Heian period as a period of “elegance”
would seem to have taken root overseas too. It is true that when
one sees the figures of Hikaru Genji and the women attending
on him in the Mustrated Handscroll of the Tale of Genji one can
sense a relaxed and refined atmosphere. But it must not be
forgotten that behind this “elegance” there were people afraid
of curses, spirits (usually spirits of the dead), demons, reng,
and other invisible entities. If Heian nobles so much as saw a
heron perched on the roof of their house, they suspected that
they had been cursed by someone and felt a need to have their
fortune told by a yin-yang diviner. The study of curses, spirits,
and so on is indispensable when examining the daily lives,
culture, and beliefs of the Heian aristocracy. It is only recently
that there has finally emerged a growing interest in the invisible
and research has begun to be undertaken.

In my lecture at Ca’ Foscari University [ provided a general
overview of the curses and spirits mentioned in old records
(diaries of nobles written in kanbun), etc., and explained how
members of the nobility feared them and dealt with them. In
order to facilitate the audience’s comprehension 1 also made use
of pictorial materials such as illustrated handscrolls.

There are many points in common with Iralian history
regarding fear of curses, spirits, and demons and methods of
dealing with them. Consequently, the students appear to have
listened to my lecture while drawing comparisons with Italian
history. There were many questions after the lecture, resulting
in a most animated discussion. Apparently Komatsu Kazuhiko
(International Research Center for Japanese Studies) had given
a lecture on supernatural beings (yékai) not long before I gave
my lecture. It seemed to me that there was a growing interest in
the invisible in Iraly too.

After the lecture T had lunch with Professor Aldo Tollini and
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some of the students, and we had a great time talking about
curses, ghosts, and avenging spirits. | also learnt from Professor
Tollini and the students about demons and curses in Italy. It is
true that Japan and laly lie geographically far apart. But there
may not be any grear differences in what people have thought
about.

There are as many as about one thousand students at
Ca’ Foscari University studying about Japan. In the field of
Japanese studies in Eurape, Ca’ Foscari University in particular
has a long history and is very well-known. There are full-time
instructors for Japanese studies specializing in linguistics,
religious studies, performing arts, literature, art history,
sociology, etc., and research of a high level is being conducted.
There are even Japanese students doing research on Japan at
Ca’ Foscari University.

The level of the students at Ca’ Foscari University is also
extremely high. For instance, on this occasion an interpreter
was not employed. This was because time is wasted when using
an interpreter. In addition, when interpreting into Italian there
is a possibility that the original intent will not be accurately
conveyed. Initially I had grave doubts about whether the
students would be able to properly understand a lecture in
Japanese. Burt they were able to comprehend the content of my
lecture to a surprising degree.

But even though I may have been lecturing to outstanding
students, I made some effort on my part too. First, it
is necessary to make the subject and predicate clear when
speaking. One also needs to speak in sentences thart are as
short as possible. And naturally the speed at which one speaks
needs to be reduced to about one-third of normal speed. If one
does not forget these three points, then even when lecturing
at overseas universities it is probably better to use Japanese as
much as possible if the lecture is attended by students who have
studied Japanese for three or more years. During this stay in
Venice I thus also learnt some techniques for giving lectures
overseas in Japanese. Although it was short, this wasa fulﬂlling
trip during which I learnt a great deal.

Lastly, I would like to express my gratitude to Professor
Tollini, to whom I was much indebted for his kind assistance

during my stay in Venice.
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Marta Sanvido

I am a third-year student studying Japanese language and
culture at Ca’ Foscari University of Venice in ltaly. In April
this year I came to Japan to study at the University of the
Sacred Heart, and | have also been attending the Internet-
based kanbun course conducted by Professor Yamabe of
Nishogakusha University.

I am not sure what to mention regarding my experiences
studying in Japan. What springs to mind first about Tokyo is
the surroundings and atmosphere of Asakusa. This is because
in Asakusa one can sce traditional places like the Raimon
gate and contemporary buildings such as the just-completed
Skytree. In fact, since coming to Tokyo, I have the feeling that
tradition and modernity are blended together here.

Studying in Japan is not only an opportunity to see Tokyo's
art and traditional heritage, but also an opportunity to actively
speak in Japanese everyday with my Japanese friends. At the
University of the Sacred Heart [ am taking courses in Japanese
language and culture. The classes in Japanese language are for
foreign students, and so their aim is to develop our listening
and reading comprehension. We are also free to choose courses
about Japanese culture. Thinking about my own interests
and what I really want to study, I decided to take the course
in hentaigana since there are very few opportunities to study
hentaigana at Italian universities. The aim of this course is
to become acquainted with works of classical literature and
acquire a basic knowledge for reading them while studying
hentaigana. Since | had already studied the basics of classical
grammar, this course has helped me familiarize myself with
wabun, and I have also been able to practise it. Moreover, in
this course I have been able to understand famous works of
classical Japanese literature such as The Tale of Ise and The
Tale of Genji one character at a time under the tutelage of the
instructor.

Last autumn [ participated in the Internet-based course
in kanbun kundoku conducted by Professor Yamabe at Ca’
Foscari University. This was because when I was studying
classical Japanese | learnt about kanbun kundoku for the first

time and felt a desire to study it. | think that kanbun kundoku
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is a major characteristic of the Japanese classics and classical
Japanese. This course was conducted via the Internet, and
when Professor Yamabe came to Venice for one week, 1 also
artended his intensive course. After he had explained the
history of kanbun and how to read it by means of kundoku, we
read three literary texts together, and I was able to gradually
familiarize myself with the kundokn method of reading kanbun
and sentence structure.

In addition, from March to mid-June this year I also
participated in Professor Yamabe’s Internet-based intermediate
kanbun course for Ca’ Foscari University. Using the knowledge
of kanbun kuneokn that we had acquired up until then under
Professor Yamabe, we read more complex passages than those
we had studied previously. The text we used was the section
on the appraisal of the Tokugawa family in the Nibon gaishi
by Rai San’yd, and we analyzed it bit by bit as we read it.
Soon after the course began I came to Japan, but I was given
permission to go to Nishogakusha University, where I was
able to participate in the course together with my friends in
ltaly. This was an extremely valuable experience. Now I am
participating in Professor Yamabe’s Internet-based reading
course together with a friend who is studying in Osaka. To
date we have analyzed the irregular kanbun of the inscription
on the halo of the statue of Bhaigajyaguru in the main hall at
Horyji, the Imsin oath inscription, etc., and we have studied a
great deal under Professor Yamabe's guidance. In addition, we
are now reading the Chiteiki. This work had a great influence
on the Hgjoki, and 1 find it most interesting. During this past
year | have developed an interest in kanbun kundoku thanks
to Nishégakusha University and ProfessorYamabe, and it has
been a very good opportunity to expand my knowledge of
kanbun kundoku.

I have also had various experiences at the International
Centre at the University of the Sacred Heart. For instance,
I saw the famous kabuki play Shunkan for che first time.
Because I had previously seen it only on video, I found it very
interesting.

During my stay in Japan I have also been able to develop
my own interests. | think it is the art exhibitions that have
been the most memorable. When [ arrived in Japan in April
many exhibitions were being held. At Nezu Museum 1 saw the
national treasure [rises by Ogata Kérin and his Eight Bridges
held by the Metropolitan Museum of Art, and 1 was also
able to go to the exhibitions “Japanese Masterpicces from the
Museum of Fine Arts, Boston” at Tokyo National Museum
and “Treasures of the Mori Family: Feudal Lords’ Culture.
With Special Public Display of the Sansui Chikan by Sesshi”
at the Suntory Museum of Art. As well, when [ visited Kyoro,
I not only saw classical architecture, but was also able to come
in contact with the atmosphere of a historic town like Kyoto. 1
came in touch with things distinctive of Kansai and different
from Tokyo and tasted local specialities, and it became an

unforgettable memory. I had studied Japanese culture and art
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history before coming to Japan, but it was moving to actually
see with my own eyes paintings and so on that I had studied. I
have been able to create many memories in Japan.

Since this was the first time for me to study overseas, | was
worried about all sorts of things before my departure, and I was
also concerned whether I would be able to go about my daily
life on my own. But with the help of a great many people 1
have been able to lead my life as a student in Japan without any
problems whatsoever. | think that the experience of overseas
study is extremely important not only for one’s studies but also
for the individual’s self-realization. I believe that as a result of
this period of study in Japan my goals regarding my future and
my studies have become clearer.

Lastly, when 1 return to ltaly I shall make use of this
experience of having studied in Japan to strive even harder in
my studies of Japan and kanbun kundoku, and if possible I hope

to study once again in Japan.
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On 23 February 2012 the recipients of the Kangien
Academy Awards were announced. On the 23rd of the second
month of Bunka 14 (1817) Hirose Tansd, the founder of the
Kangien Academy, relocated the private academy Keirin'en
to the present site of the Kangien Academy, and Hita City
and Hita Board of Education have designated 23 February
“Kangien Day” in order to commemorate this relocation
and encourage a deeper understanding of Tanso and the
education conducted at the Kangien Academy. These awards
were introduced as part of these activities, and on 3 March the
awards ceremony and presentations were held at Patria Hira,
Hita Community Cultural Centre, in Oita prefecture.

I was awarded the merit award in the Academic Research
Section for my article “The Higashi Honganji China Mission
in the Meiji Era” (published in The International Academic
Forum for the Next Generation Series, Volume 2: Aspects
of Transformation through Cultural Interaction, Institute for
Culeural Interaction Studies, Kansai University, 2010).

As is indicated by its title, my article examined Higashi
Honganji’s proselytization activities in China during the
Meiji era. Although it did not deal directly with Kangien,
the precursor of the academy had been established in the
seminary of the Higashi Honganji temple Chofukuji in Hita,
and about one in three of the students at Kangien, said to have
numbered either 4,000 or 6,000, were priests, two-thirds of
whom belonged to the Shin sect.

In my article, I discussed the connections between Kangien
and Shin priests, which had not attracted much attention in
the past, and going back to the bakumatsu period, 1 showed
that Kangien had had an influence, both direct and indirect,
on Higashi Honganji’s moves towards modernization, starting
with overseas missions. For example, Higashi Honganji had
supported the shogunate in the political struggles berween
advocates of the restoration of imperial rule and supporters
of the shogunate, but after the Meiji Restoration, making
use of its contacts with Kangien, it made approaches to Eto
Shinpei and other key figures in the new Meiji government,

while in Higashi Honganji’s China mission in the early Meiji
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era Ogurusu Kéché and other priests who had studied at
Kangien engaged not only in missionary activities but also
in exchange with local literati of the late Qing through the
medium of poems written in Chinese. It was this aspect that
was recognized in the award.

The Education and Culture Section merit awards were
given to Tamoto Masahiro (teacher at Kunisaki Prefectural
High School, Oita prefecture), who has been studying Tanso's
Chinese poems as an example of the use of local materials
in Japanese-language teaching material, and to the “Let’s
Walk the Path of Resolve” Executive Committee (Yamaga,
Kumamoto prefecture), which each year retraces the path taken
by the former prime minister Kiyoura Keigo, who studied at
Kangien, when he walked from his home to Kangien, and both
recipients gave a presentation. In addition, the Tansé Society
(Hira), which has for forty years been involved in publicizing
the achievements of Tansé and Kangien, was awarded the
Hirose Tanso Prize.

After the awards ceremony, and before the presentations
by the recipients in each section, Ishikawa Tadahisa, former
chairman of the board of directors and ex-president of
Nishogakusha University, gave a commemorative lecture on
“Poetic Ideas about Education to Be Seen in the Keirinso
zatsuel.”

[ availed myself of this opportunity to examine materials
and so on ar associated institutions in Hita. On the morning
of 3 March [ attended the 120th memorial service for Hirano
Gogaku (a priest who studied at Kangien) at Sennenji. On
4—6 March I conducted investigations of materials at Hirose
Museum and Kangien Education Research Cenrre, and I also
visited the temples Chéfukuji and Kaenji, which have close ties
with Tansé and Kangien.

About one month after my visit to Hita, I was notified
that a grant-in-aid for scientific research had been awarded
by the Japan Society for the Promotion of Science for a
research project headed by myself and entitled “A Basic Study
of the Modernization of Buddhism with Reference to the
Kyushu” (Basic research C, 2012-14).

In this research project, we shall examine the modernization

Shin Sect in North

of Buddhism, focusing on the geographical, historical, and
political characteristics of the Shin sect in north Kyushu
(Fukuoka, Oita, Saga, Nagasaki, and Kumamorto) and on the
anti-Christian polemics of the bakumatsu and Restoration
period, and we shall also consider the relationship between
Buddhism and Chinese learning, with a focus on relations
between Shin seminaries and private academies of Chinese
learning, and the significance of overseas missionary activities
in cultural exchange and the modernization of Buddhism.

[ wish to take this opportunity to express my thanks to all
those who have shown understanding and provided assistance
in my research activities since the time of the 21st Century
COE Program, and [ also ask for further support in my future

research activicies.
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Hino Toshihiko

In March 2012 1 received a doctorate in literature from
Seikei University for a dissertation entitled “A Basic Study of
Mori Shuntd,” which dealt with Mori Shuntd, a poet who
wrote poems in classical Chinese (kanshi) and was a leading
figure in kanshi circles in the bakumatsu period and the first
half of the Meiji era. My dissertation consisted of eight chaprers
and appendices.

In chapter 1, “People Surrounding Mori Shunta: His
Kinsmen and Teachers,” 1 first wrote about his parents,
siblings, and home environment on the basis of the Mori
family’s death register, etc. Next, with regard to his wives and
children, I showed how he gave expression to his affection
for his family with reference to his in memoriam poems, etc.
Finally, I inferred how Shuntd’s early poems were influenced
by the kanshi of Washizu Ekisai, who ran the private school
Yarinsha where Shunto studied, through a comparison of their
poems, and [ clarified what sorts of poems the youthful Shunté
liked and wrote.

In chapter 2, “On Mori Shunté’s Poem ‘Jaichigatsu
jirokunichi ?22")” I examine on the basis of his poems how
Shunté lived through the upheavals of the bakumatsu period.
The poem “Jaichigarsu jarokunichi 222" draws on the
precedents of Su Shi of the Northern Song and Qian Qianyi
of the late Ming and carly Qing, and 1 clarify the emotions
that Shunté put into this poem as he superimposed onto them
the circumstances in which Su Shi and Qian Qianyi had found
themselves.

In chapter 3, “Mori Shuntd in the Bakumarsu Period,”
[ ascertain how Shunté actually conducted himself in the
bakumatsu period, and 1 consider his way of life.

In chapter 4, “Shunté and Niwa Kanan: Shuntd in the Early
Meiji Era,” dealing with Shunto in the first years of the Meiji
era, a part of his life that had been completely overlooked, 1 use
the entry on Mori Shunté in the Hanshi nayose, a directory of

retainers of Owari domain, to shed light on the circumstances
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in which Shuntd found himself around this time and on
how Niwa Kanan, who held an important position in Owari
domain at the time, associated with Shuntd and supported
him. Lastly, 1 present an overview of the Shinrekiyé, a collection
of kanshi by Shunté that was published in 1873 and the full
scope of which had not been known.

In chapter 5, “Shunté and Kainan: With Reference to the
Publication of the Shinbunshi,” 1 examine on the basis of works
such as the Shunta sensei itsujidan by Sato Hiroshi contacts
between Shunté and other kanshi poets of the bakumatsu
period and the exchange of information for the compilation
of anthologies of kanshi. 1 also take up anthologies of Shunté’s
kanshi published in the bakumatsu period and early Meiji era
and discover in them the underpinnings of the skills chat
Shunté was later to display as an editor. Lastly, dealing with
Shuntd after his arrival in Tokyo, I examine links between
Shunté and contemporary kanshi circles on the basis of poems
included in the Shinbunshi.

In chapter 6, “Shunté and Poems by Chinese Poets,” |
consider Shuntd in his capacity as an editor, focusing on the
Shin sanka zekku, which Shunto edited on his own, and the
Shin nijashika shi, for which he was one of the selectors. First,
on the basis of their prefaces and explanatory remarks, [ explain
why these two works were published. Next, from the poems by
Zhang Wentao included in the Shin sanka zelekr | educe Zhang
Wentao’s views on poetry writing and his interest in Chan, and
thinking that Shunté may have used these poems to give voice
to his own views on poetry writing, I reach the conclusion that
the Shin nijitshika shi was produced as a model for poetic forms
and the Shin sanka zekki as a model for poetic ideals. Lastly,
[ take up Shuntd’s contacts with Chinese men of letters who
visited Japan in the early Meiji era and point out that these may
have had an influence on links between Shunté and poems by
Chinese poets.

In chapter 7, “On Shunté and Love Poertry,” I take up
some poems composed by Narushima Ryihoku, Shuntd, and
Yoda Gakkai in 1880-81 and, taking into account trends in
contemporary kanshi circles, I shed light on criticism of Shuntd
and Kainan and responses to this criticism and consider the
evaluation of Shuntd’s kanshi.

In chapter 8, “The Picture of Mori Shuntd Portrayed by
Noguchi Neisai: On the Publication of Noguchi Neisai’s
I describe both the

circumstances leading to the publication of the Shussumon

Kanshi Anthology Shutsumon shésé,”

shasi, a kanshi anthology by Shuntd’s pupil Noguchi Neisai,
and its structure, and I clarify the picture of Shuntd portrayed
in one of its poems, about Shuntd, into which Neisai put his
greatest efforts. This poem may be described as a biography
of Shunté from his birth to his death in the form of a kanshi,
and Neisai’s notes inserted throughout the poem have great
value as source marerial for supplementing past biographical
research on Shunta. By explicating the poem’s overall structure

and Neisai’s notes, | was able to provide valuable material for
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biographical research on Shunta.

The appendices consist of a brief chronological record of
Shuntd’s life, a list of the titles of the poems contained in the
Shunto shishé, and a transcription of the Shinrekiys, described
in chapter 4.

Lastly, I wish to thank all the people and institutions from
whom [ received assistance in the form of marerials and so
on. In particular, I benefited enormously from the collection
of Japanese kanshi and kanbun gathered by Nishogakusha
University from the time of its 21st Century COE
Program through to the establishment of the Office for the
Advancement of Kanbun Instruction and Research, which has
replaced it. In addition, I received many comments and much
advice in the oral examination and on other occasions from
my thesis examiners, Professors Ibi Takashi, Kubota Atsushi,
and Hayashi Hirochika, and the external examiner, Professor
Miyazaki Shiita (Seijo University). In particular, Professor Ibi,
the chief examiner, provided guidance with a superb sense of
distance, neither imposing himself not leaving me completely

to my own devices.
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